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AN APPRECIATION
BY LORD NORTHCLIFFE

| HAVE not had an opportunity of reading the wholeTok Life Beyond
the Veil but among the passages | have perused are many of great beauty.

It seems to me that the personality of the Rev. G. Vale Owemadtar
of deep importance and to be considered in connexitim these very
remarkable documents. During the brief interview that | had withl Hett
that | was in the presence of a n@rsincerity and conviction. He laid no
claims toany particular psychic gift. He expressed a desire for as little
publicity as possible, and declined anytloé great emoluments that could
easily have come tam as the result of the enormous interest felt by the
public all over the world in these scripts.

{Signature Shown}
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PREFACE

ALTHOUGH during the year 1920 the whole of thiessages contained
in this volume appeared in theeekly Dispatchtheir strict continuitywas

not observed for variousditorial reasons. These thirty-nine communi
cations are now, however, set forth in consecutive @mgin the manner

in which they were received by the Rev. G. Valgen, Commencing with
the message from Kathleen the evening of September 8th, 1917. These
messages were all recordedhie Vestry of All Hallows, Orford, and Mr.
Vale Owen invariably sat between the hours of 5 and 6.30 in the evening.

| have personally compared the proofs of this volume, vi@mrdvord,
with the originalmanuscripts. In no instance has a word been altered or a
passage omitted. The original script was written dowrthiey Vicar in
pencil in the manner described by me in Volumes | and Il of this series.

In the Note by Mr. Vale Owen on page 6 Hescribes how in
September, 1917, he was called to sit again, after a lapse ofhoger
years and nine monthisy messages spelt out by the planchette operated
by his wife.

| have had the privilege of examining the records
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2 PREFACE

of these planchette messages. | found etk by week for practically
the whole of a period of three years and more, the Vicaképdin touch,
by this means, with Kathleen and also many friendsraadchbers of his
family who are Beyond the Veil.

It appears from a number of these records, that dthegear 1917 the
Vicar received several requests from Kathleen to sit again for messages.
Then on September 7th, 1917, | found Mr. V@een had recorded the
following:

"Kathleen wants an answer to-night."

(G.V.0.: "Well, will between 5 o'clock evensong and 6 o'clock doNin
the Vestry?")

"Yes, beautifully, thank you very much."

Then on the following evening, aadbout an hour after Mr. Vale Owen,
had recorded thirst message in this volume dated September 8th, and
which is signed Kathleen, he was seated irdthimg-room of the Vicarage
watching his wife operating the planchette, when théssage was spelt
out

Kathleen is here. George will tell you how we got on."
(G.V.O.: "How do you think we got on, Kathleen?")
"Very nicely for a start.”

On carefully examininghese planchette records, which fill many note
books, | foundseveral illuminating passages which throw much light on
the communications Mr. Vale Owen received frtime to time in the
Vestry.

The reality of communication with those Beyond the Veil stands out
most vividly in these records.



PREFACE 3

There is something about them that seems so perfectly natdiréhe
same time¢here is in these conversations so much relating to the sanctity
of thehome, that it is hardly to be expected these records will ever be
made public.

To Mr. Vale Owen the authenticity of the messages in this volumet is
only a vital matter but a fact that means everythmdniim. He, | know,
realizes only too well the tremendous responsihihigt falls upon him in
permitting them to be given to the world. Butkioow the Vicar of Orford
gives one a deep insight into the spiritsigle of these matters. Without
seeking any gain for himself s regarded it a bounden duty to his faith
to associatédis name with these messages, and to know "G.V.0.," as |
know him, isto realize that he has done this in all humility. It is in
spiritual comradeship and with implicit faith in those wiave thought fit
to use him as theinstrument that he has laboured. No life could be more
simple than the onehich the Vicar and his family lead in the Vicarage at
Orford, and to witness their struggle to make both ends medheon
stipend granted by the Church shobéda sufficient answer to those who
have been so ready to suggest that his unavoidable fasebrought
affluence and ease.

When reading these scripts | have often beeminded of the 12th verse
of the 16th chapter of the Gospel of St. John, wherein it is writtémavé
yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.Wahis
said by the Founder of Christianity nearly 2,000 years ago. Since then
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mankind has progressed in many directions. To any careful obsé ey
state of the world's progress to-dthere are many indications of a
spiritual awakening, a fuller realization and a loftier viewpahtthe
deeper truths. There are possibly some amongst usmhoware able at
last to bear a little of the many thingjsat have been promised to be
revealed to us as the growth ofir spiritual progress entitles us to
understand them. It may be that this volume contains a little afdrese
"many things"designed to broaden our vision, strengthen our faith, and
help us to realize mofelly the wonderful things which God has in store
for all those that love Him.

H. W. ENGHOLM.

LONDON, March, 1921



NOTES BY H. W. E.

ON THE IDENTITY OF THE COMMUNICATORS
AND OTHERS MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME.

AS stated in the course of the messages débeember 16, 17, 22 and
23, these communications came from a band of people directedeby
who was called theeader (see footnote on page 58). It transpired in a
later script* that the Leader's name was Arnel, which name heusaty
when communicating without collaborating with his band of helpers.

Kathleen acted astermediary between Mr. Vale Owen and those who
were communicating. Theeason for this is clearly defined in the message
of November 16 (see page 41).

Kathleen, inearth fife, was a sempstress who lived in Liverpool, and
passed over at the agetafenty-eight through consumption in the year
1893. This information, as well as other details connected withwieee,
given at different times between 1914 and 192dtoVale Owen and his
family, through a planchette operated by the Vicar's wife.

Ruby, who is referred to on pages 46 and 58hauld be explained, is a
daughter othe Rev. G. Vale Owen. She was born at Fairfield, Liverpool,
on August 26, 1895, and died at the same address on November 21, 1896.

According to messages received through the planchette byithes
wife, little Ruby was mothered bigathleen when she passed on to the
other side, and subsequently the child was brought under the

* Included in Volume 1V, "The Battalions of Heaven."

5



6 NOTES BY H. W. E.

guardianship of Kathleeto visit her parents when they were using the
planchette. It was in this way Kathleen became acquainted witfiathe
Owen family, and in consequence was used by Leader and hisaband
their amanuensis when communicating their messages to Mr. Valei®wen
the vestry of All Hallows, Orford.

The reference opage 52 to "Your mother, and her band" refers to Mr.
Vale Owen's mother, who died in the year 1909 and communicated the
first messagethe Vicar received during September and October, 1913, all
of which are contained iol. | of The Life Beyond the Ve#ntitled "The
Lowlands of Heaven."

Zabdiel, who is mentioned on pages 58, 54, 58 and 60, is the one
who communicated the messages to Male Owen now published in
Volume II, "The Highlands of Heaven."

NOTE BY G. V. O.

WHEN Zabdiel's messages (contained in Volume Il) terminatethonary

3, 1914 knew that phase of work had come to an end, and nothing had
been said to me about any further communications.|&othe matter rest
until September, 1917, when | was calleditagain by messages through
the planchette operated by my wife. Alsloout September, 1917, | felt
the same urge to write | had experienoed913, when the messages from
my mother and Astriel first came throughd which are in Volume | of
The Life Beyond the Veil.



INTRODUCTION
BY SR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

THE long battle is nearly wofT.he future may be chequered. It may hold
many a setback and many a disappointment, but the end is sure.

It has always seemed certain to those who were in touchrwith that
if any inspired document dhe new revelation could get really into the
hands of the mass of the publicwibuld be sure by its innate beauty and
reasonableness to sweep away every doubt and every prejudice.

"Now world-wide publicity is given to the very one* all others which
one would have selected, the purest, the highlestmost complete, the
most exalted in its source. Verily the hand of the Lord is, here!

The narrative is before you, and ready to speak for itself. Do not judge
merely by the opening, lofty as that may be, but mark the ever ascending

* This refers to the whole series of messages including Vols. I, 11, lll and V.
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8 INTRODUCTION

beauty ofthe narrative, rising steadily until it reaches a level of sustained
grandeur.

Do not carp about minute details, but judge ithm®y general impression.
Do not be unduly humorous because it is new and strange.

Remember thathere is no narrative upon earth, not even the most
sacred of allwhich could not be turned to ridicule by the extraction of
passagesfrom their context and by over-accentuation of what is
immaterial. The total effect upgrour mind and soul is the only standard
by which to judge the sweep and power of this revelation.

Why should God have sealed up tbants of inspiration two thousand
years ago? What warrant have we anywhere for so unnatural a belief?

Is it notinfinitely more reasonable that a living God should continue to
show living force, and that fresh help and knowledge shoelldoured out
from Him to meet the evolution aimtreased power of comprehension of
a more receptive human nature, now purified by suffering.

All these marvels and wonders, these preternatural happenings during
the last seventy years, so obvi@ans notorious that only shut eyes have
failed to see them, are trivial themselves, but are the signals which have
called our material minds to attention, amave directed them towards
those messages of which tparticular script may be said to be the most
complete example.

There are many others, varying detail according to the sphere
described or the opacity of the
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transmitter, for each tinges the light to greateless extent as it passes
through. Only with pure spirit will absolutely puteaching be received,

and yet this story of Heaven must, one wahlidk, be as near to it as

mortal conditions allow.

And is it subversive of old beliefs® thousand times No. It broadens
them, it defines thenit, beautifies them, it fills in the empty voids which
have bewildered ugut save to narrow pedants of the exact word who
have lost touch with the spirit, it is infinitely reassuring and illuminating.

How many fleeting phrases of the @driptures now take visible shape
and meaning?

Do wenot begin to understand that "House with many mansions," and
realize Paul's "House not made with hands,"” eagnwe catch some
fleeting glance of that glory which the mind of man Ima$ conceived,
neither has his tongue spoken?

It all ceases to be a far-off elusivesion and it becomes real, solid,
assured, a bright light ahead as we sail the dark waters of addieg a
deeper joy to our hours of gladness and wiping away the tear of doyrow
assuring us that if we are only trob@ God's law and our own higher
instincts there are no words to express the happiness which awaits us.

Those who mistake words for things will say that Mr. Vale Oweraljot
this from his subconscious self. Can they then explain why so many
others have had the same experience, if in a less exalted degree?



10 INTRODUCTION

| have myself epitomized in two smaiblumes the general account of
the other worlddrawn from a great number of sources. It was done as
independently of Mr. Vale Owen as his accowas independent of mine.
Neither had possible access to the other. And yetesl this far grander
and more detailed conceptiodd not find one single point of importance
in which I have erred.

How, then, is this agreement possible if the general scieen resting
upon inspired truth'?

The world needs some stronger drivingee. It has been running on old
inspiration as drain runs when the engine is removed. New impulse is
needed. If religion hableen a real compelling thing, then it would show
itselfin the greatest affairs of allNthe affairs of nations, and the late war
would have been impossible. What churcthere which came well out of
that supreme test? Is it not manifest that the things of the spiritoded
restated and to be recoupled with the things of life?

A new era is beginning. Those who have worked for it beagxcused if
they feel some sense of reverent satisfaction as they see thefaruths
whichthey laboured and testified gaining wider attention from the world.
It is not an occasion for self-assertion, é@ery man and woman who has
been by being allowed to work in such a cause is well awarbehat she
is but an agent in the hands of unseen but very real, wise, and



INTRODUCTION 11
dominating forces. And yatne would not be human if one were not
relieved whenone sees fresh sources of strength, and realizes the all
precious ship is held more firmly than ever upon her course.

{Signature Shown}



CREATION

WHERE spaces spread their acres broad
Stands many a mighty Angel Lord,

With ear attent to catch the tone

Of whispers wafted from the Throne.
They weave them into light and shade,
And lo, a Universe is made.

Anon a Voice, "Lords Delegate

Of My Omnipotence, Create!"
Unmoved, yet moving everything,

Like golden rain their thoughts they fling.
The cosmos stirs uneasily,

And sentient Life begins to be.

Diverse and lovely, at their urge,
A myriad living forms emerge,

As they on bird and beast and tree
Impress their personality; while
He from Whom all things began
Becomes articulate in Man.

Then speaks the Eternal Sentinel,
"We have done all things very well.
It is enough. These sons of Mine
Shall know their origin divine,
Assume their heavenly dignity

And lead Creation back to me."

February, 1921.

Subsequent to the receptiaf the portion of the Script which is
included in this volume, | received the verses pririieove as the keynote
of the general theme.

G. V. 0.

12



THE WORLD'S UNREST

Saturday, September 8, 1917.
5.10-5.35 p.m.

| AM speaking through younind, so put down what thoughts | am able
to suggest to you and judge by the result. Afterwards we may be able to
write direct, without my thoughts coming into contact witur own. Let

us begin then by saying that, although méake in hand to write thus,

yet not many continue, becauseir own thoughts clash with ours and
the result is a medley of confusion. Now, what would youifsayere to

tell you that | have written before by your hand, and that many tiF@s?

it was | who came with your mother and her friends and hdipet to
giveyou those messages which you wrote down a few years ago, and, in
doing that, | also preparedyself for further work of the kind with other
people. Sdet us begin to-night very simply, and you and | will progress
together by practice.

Have you noticed the truth of the words "All things waokgether for
good to them that love God"? It igraith which few people realize to the
full meaning of it, because they takaly a limited view. "All things"
include not the earthly alone,

13



14 THE LIFE BEYOND THE VEIL

but those of these spirit realms also, and the efidllathings” is not seen

by us, but is produced into realms higher still than aum is focussed on
the Great Throne of God Himself. But the working is seensniall
measure truly, but plainly nevertheless. The phrase includes the andels
their duties as thego about to do them both here and on the earth plane
and, althoughhe working out of those commands which come to them
from those High Ones who supervise God's economy seftersto clash

with man's ideas of justice and mercy and goodiyetshe wider view of
them who stand above, neatfeg mountain peak, is fair and serene in the
sunlight of God'dove, and seems to them, as it does to us in lesser
measure, very beautiful and very wonderful in its working.

At the present time men's hearts are failing them for teacause it
seems to many that, somehow, things rase working out quite as God
would have them. But when you are in the valley the mists are so heavy
and thick that it is hard for yaom see in anywise clearly, and the sun can
penetrate to your regions scarce at all.

This Great War is, in the eterr@uncils, but a heaving of the breast of
agiant in his sleep, restless because on his torpid brain is impinging rays
of light his closed eyes cannot see, and music he does not Heatirg
upon him, and he heaves a sigh of restlessndss kss down there in the
valleyNthe Valley of Decision, ifso you will. Only gradually will he
awake and thmists will clear away, and, the carnage overwrought madly
while he sleptNhe will have leisure
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then to think and wonder over the night past withitallfrenzy, no less
than all the beauty of a world floodedth the light from over the
mountain's peak, arttien he will at last understand indeed that all things
do work in love, and that our God is Father still and His Namebbas
Love ever, evewhen His Face was hidden by the surging mists and cold
winds and miasma which had lain like a paler the valley's bottom. It
was a pall to coveall there is of death in the world, and out of death life
comes, and life is all beautiful because the Source and Foohtalinlife is

He Who is beautiful altogether.

So remember that God's wagse not always the ways man would
design for Him, and His thoughts are notumscribed by the enclosing
hills, but come from the Realms of Light and Gladnass! thither lies our
way. This, then, for to-night.

It is alittle ray of brightness on ways at present dark for many a poor
erring soul.

May God keep that giant in His keeping, and in due time givetlhén
heart of a littlechild, for of such is the Kingdom of our Lord. And the
giant, sleeping, blind, deaf and restless, is the Humanity He came to save.

KATHLEEN.



A HAVEN OF REST IN SPHERE SIX

Tuesday, November 6, 1917.
5.20 p.m.

"PLANTED by thewater-side." Those are the words which, if you think
of it, seem to hava two-fold meaning. There is, of course, the more
manifest meaning of the plant or tr@@wing its fertility from the river or
canal near which it is planted. But we in thesalms understand how
every earthly truth has a spiritual significanaesignificance that is as
natural in these heavenly spheres aswhath the outer truth conveys to
you on earth. Whethahe writer of these words had any knowledge of
theseheavenly conditions to which his phrase is applicable, | do not
know. But it seems likely at least that his Angel Guideant to convey
something more than an eartlfilyct by those words to those who have
ears to hear. | will amplify thisaccording to my own rather limited
knowledge helped bthose who have more wisdom in heavenly science
than I.

The water-side have in mind is not a river, however, but a very broad
lake which, in the earth plane, woulddsled an inland sea, so large as to
form a separative boundary between targe tracts of country in Sphere
Six. The shore is varied, being in

16
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some places rocky, even precipitoaad in others sloping down to the
water's edge in grassy lawns and park lands. Nor haveind so much a
tree as a whole forest of trees belting the blue-gold wavdseo$ea and
sweeping upover hills and highlands and fringing cliffs with their leafy
verdure. Near to the lake side stands a grove, and in the gnoaesion. It

is a place of rest for voyagers acrtisat lake whence they come, some
very tired fromtheir long journey over land and sea to this haven of rest.
Someare new-comers into Sphere Six, and rest here to condition and
acclimatize themselves to their new environment before penetfatthgr
inland to explore their new homeland. Others are residents iSpiisre
who have gone forth over the sea on some commigsionthe spheres
inferior, some even passing onwaas, | have now done, down into the
Sphere of earth. Returninthey often, but not always, rest here, and
gather strength before proceeding to report to the Angel Lord or dthie of
commissioners how they have fared on their errand. Ogais simply
return here and recuperate, and, theginess being of urgency, do not go
inlandat all, but dive down across the lake and disappear into the less
bright horizon toward the sphere where their task has been lefuitet
complete. Occasionally, and indeed not seldom, a visitor fronobiige
higher Spheres passiog his way to or from your earth, or some sphere
intermediate, will spensome little season here in the Grove of Rest, and
gladden the guests with the brightnekhis personality. Yes, dear friend,
we know what it is here to enter into Rest
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Nit is one of the sweetest pleasures, this rest, after some enterprise of
high adventure for the sake of thagleo are in need of such help. And
there planted, just where it should be, by the water-sdéhe grove
embosomed Home, where the fruitage of mangowing far far away in

the dimmer spheres is brought, considered and put in dater
presentation to the Angel Lord. Many a trophy, temested for the Lord

of Love by blows given and taken, bdtard and keen, is brought here for
refreshment andareful tending, living trophies for which the Christ
Himself has fought, and, fighting valiantly, won.

You grow weary now, my friend. More practice will enabie to use
your hand with less strain and more facility. May | say, acogplove
and thanks and good night.



WATER OF LIFE
KATHLEEN WRITES AT THE INSTANCE OF OTHERS

Thursday, November 8, 1917.
E5.15-6.0 p.m.

AND now, dear friend and fellow-pilgrim, let uske a journey inland
from the Home of Rest and see what chatgeshe way to those who
journey so. For we are both pilgrinygu and |, and are on the same road
to the same brightness still beyond and awegr the high mountains
which border this sphere and that one next ahead.

We leave the grounds and gardens of the Home behind us anoutake
way down a long high colonnade of trees which lead#ie open country,
and as we go we notice that the way goesstraight onward, but follows
the line of the valley beside the river which comes dowithiy way to
the sea. Let me now before proceeding exgaime of the qualities of the
waters of this river.

You have read of the Water of Life. That phrase embadiésral truth,
for the waters of the spheres have properties which are not fouhd
waters ofearth, and different properties attach to different waters. The
waters of the river or fountain or lake

19



20 THE LIFE BEYOND THE VEIL

are often treated by high spirits and endowed with virtietrengthening

or enlightenment. Sometimes people baimethem and gather bodily
strength from the life-vibrations which have been seinufhe water by

the exercise of somgroup of angel-ministers. | know of a fountain
situated on the top of a high tower which sends forth a seriemsital
chords of deep harmony whéhnis set to play. This is used instead of
bells to call the people of the surrounding lands together veloeme
ceremony is forward. Moreover, its sprédigperses itself over a wide
radius, and is seen to fall around the gardenshantes spread out over
the plain in the form of flakes of light of different colouf$iese flakes are

so constituted as to bring to those on whom or around whonfdhey
sense of the general nature gnupose of the meeting about to be held, a
kind of glow which suffuses the whole being and brings a sense of
comradeship and communal love which makegéhgient the more eager

to beaway to the gathering. Also by this process is borne through the
district a sense of the time and place of meeting, and often, too, the
knowledge of soméngel Visitor who is to address the assembly or to
transact some business, as deputy of the Lord of his Sphere.

The chief property of the waters of this river whdmaks we now
follow upward is that of peace. In a way far beyond all earthly
understanding all the qualities of its waters infuse peace tavhimstrolls
beside its waters. Its varioaslours and hues, the murmur of its flowing,
the plants to which it contributes fertility, the shape appearance of its
rocks and banksNall,
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in a very intense measure, bring peactésoul who needs it. And there
are manywho need that peace among those returning from the lower
spheres across the great lake, for it is a strenuowsdilead at times, my
friend, and notat all the deadly monotonous existence so many earth
peopleimagine. So that there are times when it is necessary to lay the
burden down for awhile, and for our future operations retjghcalm and
strong quietudef spirit so necessary to the adequate carrying out of our
allotted work.

You must also understand that there is in everything hpegraeating
personality. Every forest, every grove, every tree, lakeam, meadow,
flower, house, has a pervading personality. Itselfitds a person, but its
existence and all its attributes and qualities are consequent surstaeed
and continuous volition of living beings, and their personalitywhgh is
felt by all who come into contact with each and ahyhese, and that in a
degree in ratio to their sensitiveness in the particular directiotheof
resident personality. Some, for instance, axe more sensitilkede beings
whose activity lies in the trees; others to those of the river. Bs¢ath to
sensethe qualities of a building, especially when they enter within, for
these are erected mostly by spirits more nearly of their quality and
degreewhile most of what we might call nature spirits are of a state and
manner of existence and of function much more removed.

Now, what obtains in these Realms is usually found true in garih
sphere also, only ia lesser degree of intensity as sensed by the ordinary
individual,
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consequent on his deep immersion in mattethet present stage of
evolution. It is only less apparent, it is not less true.

For some minutes a question has been forming inmyaoal. Ask it, and
| will try to answer you.

| was thinking that all this is verunlike the thoughts which usually
occupy the mind of edy. You said it was you who wished to write by my
hand, Kathleen. Are you writing this?

Yes, my inquiring friend, it is | who am writing. Bytou did not
suppose | imagined for a minute that you wouldsagsfied with my own
small talk, did you? Anyway, | provided agairemty such disaster by
bringing a few friends with me who use meich as | am using you. They
are notall men; some are women, and they act together with one consent
as one voice, onmessage, so these words | write are a blend of varied
mentality, and wénave managed a fairly good blend too, if we are able to
control your restiveness a little better. Aid us in this andwilledo our
best on this side, too.

And now good night, and may we progress well as practice lends its aid.



ANGEL VISITORS TO EARTH

Saturday, November 10, 1917.
5.15-5.55 p.m.

PARTAKERS of the heavenly calling.” You and I, my friend, ateh
partakers, for while | call to you, | in turn am callied by those further
removed, and they by others of still higher degree until the lirealtsrs
finds its source irHim Who Himself was called of God the Father and
sent on His missioto your poor darkened sphere in time long past. It is
in the fact of this "calling" byhose superior to us in strength and in their
faculty toimpart that strength to those of lesser rank and power that we
find our sure confidence.

It is no light matter, to assure you, to receive the command "Go forth
downward." Foras we Proceed earthward, both the brightness of our
environment and of owwn persons also grows less and less, and by the
time we reach the neighbourhood of earth we lmainwith difficulty see
about us.

This at first; but by and by our eyes become attuimethe coarser
vibrations impinging on them, and then we are able told@s.also comes
more readily by practice. Butig a blessing only in that enables us to do
our work among you, and not by

23
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any means to be desired of itself alone. For the sights warasaaostly
such as do not giwes cheer, but much heart-rending to take back with us
into our brighter homes. Such places asltlogtscribed to you planted by
the water-side areherefore not only convenient and desirable, but
absolutely needful to our workor | must tell you another function they
serve. From such Homes Rest are sent forth streams of life-power
generated from Spheres above, stored in those Homes, and giveasforth
required. When we cathere, on our way earthward, we set forth again
bathed in such a stream of strength and vitality. As we apptbadarth,

the effectof it is not so apparent to our senses. But it is about us,
nevertheless, laves us, penetrates through us and permeatesbalhgur
and by it weare sustained, as the air tube sustains the diver on the ocean
floor, where the light from the wider freer atmosphaveve is dim and he
goes heavily by reason of the denser element in which he movesisSo it
with us, and when we find difficulty in speaking @t we be heard of
you, or make mistakes in our wording or even in the matter ohéssage,
then be patient, and do not eber thinking that some deceiver is at hand.
For, bethinkyou, friend, how difficult it would be for one diver to speak
audibly to another, both helmeted amith water between them, and then
you may realize how much of patience and steadfast endeavour on our
part is needed, angill perchance, more readily, give us a more patient
hearing on your own.

But when we, our labour done here below, face us about talvard
upper reaches of the heavens of
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God, then we the more readily feel the stream of life flowing fthen
distant Home of Rest and Refreshment.

We feel its laving oncagain; it beats upon our tired brows refreshfully;
our jewels, whose lights, like the virgins' lamps, taoned most dim,
once more take on their lustre as we proceed heavenward.

Our raiment glows into larighter hue, our hair becomes more burnished
and our eyes less tired and dimmed, and best of all, perhaps, in aueears
hear, increasingly more plain, the melody of @alling, bidding us back
from the harvest field to the Harvest Home with whateslezaves we
may have gathered ripe for the Garner of God.

Now, friend, | will not longedetain you, for | know you have business
afoot which must be done and brooks of no delay.

Only this further:NYourold doubts have been once more between you
and us who call to you. Yet this message is not of your own making.

How can | know that?

Only by patience whichvill ensure progress and progress conviction.
Good night, friend, and all Peace.

Kathleen and her users send you this.



MUSIC

Monday, November 12, 1917.
5.25-6.10 p.m.

Kathleen, therganist is going to practise; that will not hinder you, will
it?

SO far from hindering, it will help, and perhapgropos | might say to
you this evening some few words about the mustb®fSpheres. Yes, we
have music of a like nature with yours of earth.

ButNand there is a large but hereNyour musiddist the overflow from
the reservoir of Heaven's music. You do get gleams ofgtbaous
harmony we have here, as it comes through. Bsitntuffled by reason of
the thick veil through which it alhas to pass, even the finest of earth's
masterpieces.

Listen, my friend, whild try to explain how you receive your music
from these lands, and you will be able then to give ymagination rein
and stint it not at all, for you will not overdo your imagining.

Eye hathnot seen, nor ear heardNear of earth could not hearNthe
heavenly harmony in its pulsations and liftings &allings, and the strong
harmony of its foundational bed of deep-toned glory.

Nay, while in the body material, with brain of
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matter as botleceiver and interpreter, it cannot enter into the heart of
man to conceive, much less to briiogth, any worthy image of the dulcet
beauty of our harmony.

What music formed the Spheres, we herghase of lower estate, are
unable to measure, as you of earth are not competent to measure ours.

This, and almost this only, do we know, or think kvewNit passes
for knowledge wittus in any wiseNthe Heart of God is the Source of
harmony in musicNnot so much the Mind of God @ed's great Heart.
From Him flow forth the love-strainef His melody, and those spheres
which aremost near to His attunement receive those Divine harmonies,
and by themwith other influences combined, become more and more
attuned to Him Who is the Source of #iat is Lovely and Loveable.
Thus, as the eternities glide on, they whioabit those far high Spheres
blend within themselves more and mafeattributes awful and sublime,
and compass, each within himself, more and more of Divinity.

That, however, is far toligh for us to tell of adequately. Our business
with you at this time is to tell as best wray, in what few words suffice,
some of that we take note of as this satmeam descends upon us and
passes onwartyoadening as each molecule of tone expands of itself and
thrusts its fellows outward, until by the tintleat stream impinges on
your boundary it hakecome much grosser and more coarsened in its
texture, and so suitédd those almost tangible vibrations available in your
sphere.
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This stream from above us findgexeptacle here, and more than one
receptacleThis is used as a reservoir, and the music is moulded into airs
and melodiesand started forth once again as a small but intense stream
earthward. Immediately, liegins to expand as | have already told you,
and what you receive therefore is not stertisgence but the attenuated
expansion of the original creation. It is like a small halea shutter of a
darkened room. Through it streams a small jet of sunlightwetn it
reaches the opposite wall it is much thinneguality and the stream is
filled with dancing motes which only tend to obscure the brightness with
which it enters through the small aperture.

Well, but even so, your musichsth lovable and uplifting. Oh, bethink
you, then, my friend, what must the music of these Splerelt ravishes
us with ennobling pain and pleasure, and each becomes in himself an
accumulator of energy to give forth again whathas received, interpreted
and moulded bhis own personality for the benefit of those who are not
so progressed as he. So is #huisiteness and potency tempered by
those among us whose special aptitude is of such a kind, intlatiér be
not too fine in nature for the comprehensadrthose higher souls of earth
who catch, anih some degree retain, what thus reaches them from the
Master of Music here aloft.

| would we might lengthen out oaccount, but you cannot well receive
more now. We would put it in brief then, thet in other so in this matter
the broad, grand truth holds true, from the Father in



THE MINISTRY OF HEAVEN 29

orderly retrocession down to the humblestngi: "As the Father has life
in Himself so has He given to the Son to have life in Him$eifot life
alone, but life in all its phasesNof which music is one.

As theSon dispenses that life received from the reservoir of His being,
giving life as from Himself, so His servants do in lesser degree in ratio to
their capacityNnotlife alone, as parents to the child, but love, beauty,
high thoughts and heavenly melody.

My love to you, my friend. Kathleen, for those others who maseto
give their thoughts to you, who am nearer to you than they.



INSPIRATION FROM THE SPHERES

Tuesday, November 13, 1917.
5.25-6.20 p.m.

WE have spoketo you, friend, of the life-stream of the Father's love, of
water and its uses, of music also. And now, to-night, a few wordslae to
co-ordination of forceso any certain and particular end purposed by
those whosaluty and responsibility it is to issue into these Spheres
inferior such commands as are decreedthinse above. Know you,
therefore, you who dwell in on&f the uttermost of these Spheres, that
such duties as amssigned to you have all been worked out as to their
class, and the end to which they tend, by theise dwell in realms far
above you. These schemasallotted service are transmitted downward
until they reach you, and are made known to you sometimesne
mannersometimes in another, and to one more plainly, and to another
loss watchful, noso plain. Nevertheless, all who run the race of the
earthNlife may read the scroll if he choosmd persevere still to will that
light be vouchsafed tbim as to what his life shall be and to what end he
has been guided.

But to few is giverto know or glimpse the future far ahead. "Sufficient
unto the day" is the rule,
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as He once said, and this suffices, so your trust be firm and ajuiste
time. Not because the future is not known, but only becausse
competent alontor those of high capacity and estate to view the distant
course of life's grand purpose; and our capacity is sufficiequdom little
view, and that of man in averagearce for any view ahead at all. As such
schemes are given through so many spheres descendinthetafore of
natural consequence that theythetured by the dominant character of
each of those spheres through which they filtewnwards, and, by the
time they reach you, they partake of a nature so complex in desighehat
ultimate issue is very hamo discover, even to us, times oft, who have
some practised skill in the matter. This is goepose and use of faith, to
be able to realize one's duty ama, more, and on that conviction to go
forth and do valiantly, nothing doubting that the endeen by those who
compassed the design. If those who are instrumientaé working-out of
such scheme bfaithful and diligent, those who conceived it have the
power to attain. But not unless, for every man is foeehoose, and no
man's will is overruled in thenatter of his choosing. If he choose to go
faithfully onward and with trust, then the end is sure. If he chooge to
out of the way designed, then igenot let nor forced. Guidance is offered
then and gently. If this be refused, he is left to go aloneNyeafuwte, for
others will be his companions, and that in plenty.

In order to illustrate oumeaning. A book will be projected whose need
is seen. We will say that those in a sphere whose dominant note is that of
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science will conceive the outline of the bodkis is handed on to another
sphere whoseote is love. Into the scheme will be infused a softening,
rounding-off effect, and the scheme handed on. A sphere \ileznaty
rules will add some illustrations which will give harmony a&etbur to the
theme. Then it willcome to such a company as they who study the
different traits dominant in the raceé mankind. These will study very
carefully the theme itself, and look for thation most fitted to put the
venture forth in the world. This decided, they wiirefully select the next
sphere to which it shall be entrustéédmay need an infusion of historical
precedent, or a poetical vein,romance perchance. And what started out
a framework of hard scientific fact may issue into gaeth-plane as a
scientific treatise, an historical resume, a novel, or even a poem or hymn.

Read some ahose hymns you know best in the light we have now
given you and you will glimpséf, even faintly, our meaning. "God moves
in a mysterious way" mighbe re-written as a scientific exposition of
cosmic philosophy, or even science. So also "Therebisol, Who runs
may read." "O God, our help in ages pastight form the basis of a very
informing work of Divine Providence as historically considered, \eeny
possibly in its first conception may haveen cast on those lines in some
high sphere whogene partakes of that disposition. For you will readily
understand that such schemes axe originated not all isplrexe, but in
many, and do not pas#l from one sphere into another in identical order.
Also, what may originate as a book may,
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before it reaches you, have besenmuch transfigured as to become an act
of Parliament, or a play, or evencommercial enterprise. There is no
finality to the ways and means. Whatever eventusgigms to commend
itself to the group of companies concerned in pheduction of any
scheme in the service of God ando@half of man is pressed into service.
Thus it is that men work out the work of those who waiwath guide them
from on high. Lesuch, then, realize what great host of helpers they have
behind them, and go forward bravely, nothing doubting, never faltering
their way, for they are not alone.

* * * * *

To these thoughts which | hakanded on to you, good friend, | would
now add a few lesser ones of my own. Kathleen.

What has been given by those who know more than | conocemsvho
are busy about the world's businesvarious kinds. But what | know of
myself is thattheir words are also applicable to your own case, for no
work of anyone is left unguided or without support from tHaseealms.
Take this little giftof mine in parting, therefore, dear friend. It is but a
small one, but it is Kathleen's own.



THE COBBLER

Thursday, November 15, 1917.
5.15-6.30 p.m.

MEN used to say in those times when we lived among you of earth that
they who chose the better way of life should rue it dmdanlater triumph.
That some of us at least have proved and foundvaating in wisdom.

For they who choose so have an eye not on time, which is shodn but
eternity, which is long. From these spheres now we hmkward, and,
seeing our journey in view foreshortened and flattened outlipecture,

we are able the better to mark the salient points whicledgheas holds,

and shape our future course in harmony with viésdon we there may
read.

And how different is that picture, #se white light of Heaven shows it
to us, from what it seemed when were in the midst of the making of it
and gathering the materials for the composite work. Do notwou are
doing this to-day as we did it then, be careless too mmublow you value
the different elements of human life and living. Now we see tthage
great enterprises in which we took our parts were mostly besaiuse we
looked on them in
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bulk. But our part in them was individually but minute, and anlgtive
mattered, not the part we playedl,us. For, dispersed over all who came
within its influencegach great enterprise thins out so much that each has
only a little part to play. It is the motive continuousiperative with
which heplays that part that matters. The whole is for the race the
individual gets his share of benefit of result, but each share is only small,
while, if his motive be high, it matters noedw much the world takes note

of his doings; here he is given what part to play he has fittadelf for in

the battle of the earth life.

This seems a bit involved. Could you give me an instance by way of
illustration?

We could give you many, friend. Here is one.

A cobbler who earneplist enough to pay his dues and had nought over
when his burial fees were paid came over here rgaays ago, as you say
it. He was received soberly by a small groupfrifnds, and was well
content that theft2ad borne him so much in mind as to come so far as to
earth to show him his way to the sphere where he should go. tneasf
those near earth, not a high one, and, ssy| he was well content. For
there he found peace after much toil and weariness anattle with
poverty, and leisure to go and ghe various interesting sights and places
of that sphere. To him it was Heaven indeed, and all were&ihdn, and
he was very happy in their company.

One dayto use your earth-phrasing, a Lord from a higher sphere came
along the street where was his
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home and went withirHe found the cobbler reading out of a book which
he had found in the houséen he was taken there and told it was his
home. The Angel Lord called him by his name of earthdd not
remember whatNand the cobbler arose.

"What read you, my friend?" the Angel asked him.

The man made answer thus, "Itneught of much interest to me, sir,
that | read. It is but just within my comprehension, indeed,tfavas
evidently written not for people of this sphere but of one much higher."

"To what end wa# written?" the Angel asked again, and he replied,
"Sir, it tells of high estate and enterpris#, the ordering of great
companies of men ardomen in those spheres above us in the service of
the One Father. These people, | fimere once of nations and faiths
diverse one from another, for so the manner of 8pech would seem to
show. But tahe writer of this book they do not seem diverse any more,
for they have, by long training and much progress, come togethebasd
of brethrenand there be no longer any divisions among them to divide
them, neither in affection one for anothaoy in reasonable understanding.
They areat unity of purpose and service and desire. By that | judge that
the life herein written of is not of this sphere, bubok far above this.
The book, moreover, is of instruction, not even for thraght company,
but rather forthe guidance of leaders among them, for it tells of
statesmanship araf high rule, and of the wisdom required of those who
lead. For this reason,
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sir, it is not of interest to me presently, but it ni@yin some long distant
age. How the book came here | cannot tell."

Then the Angel Lord took the book and closednidl handed it to the
cobbler silently,and, as he took it from the Angel's hand, his cheeks
flushed red in great confusion, for, blazing upon the cavere gems of
ruby and of white whose order of spelling flasbadk his name to him in
light and fire.

"But | did not seat, sir," he said. "I did not see my name thereon until
but now."

"Yet it is yours, as you see,” th&ngel said, and so, for your
instruction. For know you, my friend, this sphere is brgsting-place for
you. Now youhave rested you must begin your work, and that not here,
but in that higher sphere of which this book tells andvimch it was
written."

The cobbler faltered in hispeech, for he was afraid, and shrank back
and bent his head before the Angel's wordiss only could he say, "I am
a cobbler, sir; | am not a leader of men. And | am content withnable
place in this bright home which is Heaven indeed for such as I."

But the Angel said, "Nowfor that saying alone you should have
advancement. For you must know that true humility is ondefsurest
shields and safeguard$ those who stand in high places to rule. But you
have more weapons than this shield of humility, which is proteatiae
passive way. Weapons of offence also you hbegen tempering and
sharpening in that life on earth. When you made boots, your
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thoughts wer@o make them so that they would endure long wear and so
ease the@urse of the poor buyer of them. You thought more of this than
of the price you would be paid. That, indeed, you neadale; that rule
grew into you and became part of your character. Hereasugtue is not
lightly esteemed.

"Again, though hard pressed to pay youes, yet from time to time
you gave an hour out of daylight to hedpme friend to gather in his
harvest, to plant his plot of ground, to thatch his roof or rik,
perchancep watch some sick man by his bedside. The hours thus given
you restored by candle-light, for you were poor. This alas noted from
this side by reason of the growing brightness of your soul, as we can see
the world of men from our vantage-point, where the light ofsihieeres,
sweeping over our shoulders from behind, strikethose in the earth life
and isreflected back by the virtues in men, and finds no reflector in their
vices. So the souls of thoseno live well are lightened, but dark and
sombre show the souls of those who live ill lives.

"Other things | could tell you of what you did and why. Beitthese
for the time suffice, while tell you now my message. In the sphere of
whichthis book tells, there awaits you a company of people. They have
been trained and organized. Theiission is to visit a sphere near earth
from time totime and to receive from the hands of those who bring them
the spirits who have lately come over. Their task is to sthdye new
comers and to allot
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to eachhis proper place and to send him there by a band of helpers who
attend for that purpose. They are ready to start atiaeyand have only
been awaiting their leader. Come, good friend, and | will show yowdye

to them where they await you."

Then the cobbler knelt down and put his forehepdn the ground at
the Angel's feet and wept and said, "livére worthy, sir, for this great
service But, alas, | am not worthy. Nor do | know this company, nor
whether they would follow me."

And the Angel Lord replied, "The message comes from Him @émmot
err in choice of person. Comgu will not find a band of strangers there.
For often when your tired body slept yaere led into that same sphere,
aye even in your earth life thisas done. There you, too, were trained,
and there you learned, first to obey, and ladecommand. You will know
them well when you see them, and they also know you Wellwill be
your strength, and you shall do valiantly."

Then he led him forth of the house and down the stadt up the
mountain pass beyond. And as they weaistdress became brighter and
lighter of texture, and his body gainsdmewhat in stature and very much
in lustre, and, as theyent ascending, so the cobbler was gradually left
behind, and the Prince and Leader emerged.

After a long journey and a very pleasant one, much drawn out in order
that the change might be the more gently wrought, they cantketo
company. He
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recognized them, one and all, and they, on their part, came and stood
before him, and he knew he could lead them well, for the lovelight he saw
in their eyes.



THE IMPORTANCE OF KATHLEEN

Friday, November 16, 1917.
5.14-6.16 p.m.

MUCH of what we say to you, frientho doubt seems strange to your
ears, who have not beard nor seen whahaxe been privileged to bear
andsee. But if aught perplex you, be you well assured of this: that what
clouds of mist you now endure va¢so once encountered before you. We,
therefore, are not strangeos your difficulties and your doubts, and do
not marvel at your frequent hesitandyevertheless, put down what
comes into your mind; later reactittically and perchance you will admit
the sum of the result as worthy of the labdacking in perfection as it
may well be, both in body and in raiment. The body is1ofe importance
than raiment, remember, and interior to bistithe soul. Get down to that
of our discourse, for if there be any worth in what we give you it is ihere
may be found.

Your phraseology i bit antique. | suppose you find it easier than
modern English. Ithat it? | have frequently been about to write a phrase
in a more modern way, and immediately some quaint bit of wording
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seems to have come into my mind and thrust it out.

You go not far out of the way, nfgiend. For indeed we find it more of
ease to us to use what comes mtio mind of past manners in words and
their useand arrangement. But if you would rather, we will endeavour so
to use your brain a® employ what we find there of more modern style.
We will try if you wish it so.

By no means. | merely remarked on it as being not quite in the ordinary
course of things. For instance, when | am preaching, the friend who helps
me then does not make me use old-time phraseology.

No, there are many minor differences in the methodtigh we do our
work. It would come more easily to him, no doubt, to lapse occasiatally
least into the wapf speaking which he learned when on your plane. But
by practice he has managed to clear this and use your own stock of
wording, lestthe strangeness of his perplex your hearers and give them
cause to questiowhether the pose be yours and unworthy a preacher of
simplicity and meekness. On tbhéher hand, we speaking thus for you to
write have words and groupge cannot use unless we force your mind
and then you in your perplexity would falter and we shaddastray
together from the purpose of our theme.

How do you manage this business then?
Well, only in part are we able to make in any wise clear to you the

method we are employing in this particular case. And that we will so far as
we
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be able. First then, here we stamdjroup to-night of sevenNsometimes
more, at others less. Wave already broadly settled what we will say to
you, but leave the precise wording till we sight yaod sense your
disposition of mind and also what store for the day your mind Haanid.
Then we takeour stand a little distance away, lest our influence, the
emanations of our several minds, reach you in detail, and noeastream
but as many, and so confuse you. But ftbm little distance at which we
stand they merge and mingle and are focussed into one, $xy ttied time

our thoughts reaclgou there is unity and not multiplicity of diction.
When you sometimes hesitate, doubtfubofvord or phrase, that is when
our thoughts, mingling in one, are not quite perfectedthtospecial word
required. Yoyause, and, continuing their blending together, our thoughts
at last assume unity, and then you get idea and at once continue on
your way. You have noticed this, doubtless?

Yes, but | did not know the cause.

No. Well, now to continueWe think our thoughts to you, and
sometimes they are in sualords as are too antique, as you say, for you
to grasp them readily. This is remedied by filtering titerough a more
modern instrument, and it is of this which we now would speak.

That instrument is your little friend Kathleen, who is good enough to
come between you and us and so render our thoughts available for you.
This in more ways than one. First, because she is nearer to you in status
than we, who, having been longer here,
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have become somewhat removed freanth and the ways and manners of
earth. She is of more recent transplanting and ncto/ér away as when
she speaks you cannot hear. For a like reason also she comes bistateen;
is, thewords that form her present store. She still can think in her old
tongue of earth, and it is more modénan our ownNthough we like it
not so well, since it seemis us more composite and less precise. But we
must not find out faults with what is stieautiful. We have, no doubt,
still our prejudices and insularity. These are obtrecent growth, and
when we come down here we cannot but take on anew some ofr#itsse
we once had but gradually have cast asideur onward course. When we
come backthus, we renew their acquaintaince and it is not altogether
irksome; there isnore than a little pleasure in it. Still, the little lady
Kathleen is nearer you than we are in these respects, astigam of our
impelling we direct on you through héor that reason. Moreover, we
stand a little apart from you because the presence of us comiinsd
overmatch you. Aura is a word which we eceeNwe do not much affect

it, but it must serve us now. Our blended auras would so affect you that
you would indeed have experience of us which wdagdto you most
pleasurableNa kind of ecstasBut you could not write it down, and our
purpose in coming is to give you suohrrative of words as you and
others may read with intelligence and perchance with benefit also.

You glance at thelial of your timekeeper. You call it a watch. Why?
That is one little instance
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of ourpreference for our older way of speaking. Timekeeper seems to us
more explicit than the other word. But we do not press on guu
opinions, lest we seem to fail in courtesy. Ahe meaning of your glance

is clear, whatever we call the thing on which it f&8b we bid you good
night, good friend, and God's fair blessing for you and yours. Good night.

* * * * *

May Kathleen add a word, please?
Yes, of course.

These goodriends are now speaking together, for they usually linger
awhile, as if for old times' sake, before they go awajwhys know when
they are going, because the last thimgy do is to turn to me and call out
their thanks and farewell. They are a very brightraoe lot of gentlemen,
and sometimes they brirglady with them. I think that is when they are
going to talk about some subjeshich the mere masculine mind can't
grasp altogether. | don't knowho she is, but she is very dignified and
beautifuland kind-looking. Good-bye for the present, my dear friend, |
shall be with you again soon. Thank you very muchldtding me write
with you.

Good-bye, Kathleen, my dear. But | think the thanks should come from
me.

And yet you were reluctant to begin, weren't you.

Yes, | was. | have so much to do just at present. Also, | do not forget the
strain when | wrote those other messages four years ago.

And yet the time for sitting for us has been arranged, hasn't it?yidave
noticed that? And
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the strain is not so great as you expected. Isn't that so?
Correct in both items.

Well, the latter item igorrect, as you put it, because your unworthy
little friend Kathleen has made it her business to come in betweelonSo
think me in thduture of no account, will you? Good-bye, and thank you
once again. Ruby* would say "and kisses," but thahés privilege of
being your daughter, you see. So | will just say good-mité, love and
good wishes.

KATHLEEN.

* See page 5.



DIFFICULTIES OF COMMUNICATION

Saturday, November 17, 1917.
5.35-6.30 p.m.

BY reason of many intricate complications we fsmmetimes, when we
readover what message we have given, that much which we tried to
Impress is not apparent there, and some |legpsantity of what we had

not in mind appears. Thislmit a natural consequence of the intervention
of so thick aveil between the sphere from which we speak and that in
which the recorder lives hige. The atmosphere of the two spheres is so
diverse in qualitythat, in passing from the one to the other, there is
always a diminutiorof speed so sudden and so marked that a shock is
givento the stream of our thoughts, and there is produced, just on the
borderline, some inevitable confusion. It is like a river tumbtiagr a weir

into a lower level where the surface is a span of ruffled water. We try to
get in beneath, where the stream isswodisturbed, and then our message
comes through more clearly. Bilis is one of the many difficulties we
find.

And here is another. The human brairaisery wonderful instrument,
but it is of material substance, and even when the stream of our thoughts
reaches
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and impinges upon it, yet, because of density, the penetration is
impeded and sometimes altogether brought to a stop. For the vibrasons,
they leave us, are of high intensity, and the fineneskedf quality is a
hindrance to their effecting correspondence in the human brain, which is
gross by comparison.

Once again there are many things here for which there are no iwords
any of the earth-languagés express their meaning. There are colours
which your eyes do not see but are presenybur spectrum; and there
are more colours which are of higher sublimity ticald be reproduced
by the medium which shows both the earth-coldargou and registers
those invisible to you but present withal. There are also notes andfones
sound of like nature and too fine for registration by the atmospfere
earth. There are forces also likewrs#t available with you, nor able to be
expressed to you who have no experiendaowledge of them empirical.
Sometimest is said these constitute the Fourth Dimension. That is no
true way of expressing the fact as it is, but it is perhaps bledgiedeaving
it unsaid utterly, and that is not to value such explanation very hadjielly
all. These and other matters there are interpenetrating all our life and
forming our environment. And when we comeespeak of our life here, or
of the causes we see in operation, of which you behold the effects alone,
we are much perplexed, and strive continually to find just how tatsay
so it shall be both understood of you and also not too witleedfarget as
known to us.
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So you will seehat we have a task to do in speaking into your sphere
from this of ours which is by no means easy. Stiils worth the doing of
it, and so we essay our best and try to rest content.

This might be made more easy were men more ptoneelieve our
presence and comradestiyan at present is the case. Were belief more
venturesome and livelasnd more simple the hearts of men and more
trustful, then your spirituanvironment would be so much raised in tone
and texturas would make our task more readily accomplished, and more
pleasure would be given to us in our efforts to aid you.

It is easier to speak to the Hinthan to you, because he gives more
entrance to spiritual mattetBan you do. To you here in the West the
science of organic things and inorganic thingsNas you suppose thiee) to
and wronglyNthe things of substance and also the science of exterior
organization, which is the business of your state politic,tlaeethings
whichhave seemed of more urgency. And that work you have done very
well, and it was a necessary work to do. It was necessary alsgotimat
greater efforts be concentrated that aspect of the world's affairs. But
now the things almost complete, so fax as this present age is concerned,
and we await your turningour mind into a higher channel upward
towards thespirit-life. And when this shall have been done, then those
who watch for opportunity to speak with meill find it and will not let
it pass. That time is well-nighere, and much that is helpful may be
looked for and expected. For
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we have seen that the hardest battle before us is to conquer the materialism
of the West, and we rejoice in a hard fight, as you do, and moreover we do
not weary so soon.

We will not pursue this further now, as you grow weary. So good night,
friend, and God's peace to you.



PREPARATION FOR WRITING

Thursday, November 22, 1917.
5.18-6.30 p.m.

IF you can give your mind to us farlittle while, good friend, we will try

to explain to you further regarding our method of work andes¥ice to
men. You will understand thathese regions being of vast compass and
the inhabitants of the spheres uncountable, methods of vk in
differentplaces and according to the evolution of organization proceeding
in each. We speak therefore, at this time, but of our own anof dbers.

This we might do, for one communitg given to the study of the
proceedings of others, both fedification and also for co-ordination sake.
But we will confine ourselves to our own now.

There are many things to band for humanitygp which are committed
to usas our own peculiar task in the sphere from which we come. These
duties are divided and a more especial task allatteoands of workers.
Of these bands we here present, to the number of sevenyiwaimyou
would call a section or detachment. We have been deputettis work
we havenow in hand, which is the giving of a series of messages through
Kathleen, your little
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friend, and then through you in order. The bamdhich we belong varies

in number from time to time, as new members are initiatgqufagressed
members arealled into the sphere next above. At the present time the
total number othe band is thirty-six, and we work in detachments of six
with a leader, in ordinary, but sometimes more and sometimes less,
according to the nature of the work wave to do. The reason why we
work in numbers andot singly is not alone for reinforcement of strength
and greater power, but also for the combinatiomfluences to be exerted

as a blended whole. This we have alreaxiylained to you. This blend, to

be effective, must harmonize with thersonality or personalities through
whom we work,otherwise the effect would be of uncertain quality and
liable to error of greater or lesser degree. There are servicesmitied to
which this does not apply, but we leave them fortifme and speak of
our present work.

Thereare but two personalities we have at present to consider: that of
Kathleen and that of yourself. Vépeak but of two, for our interprebeér
you would so name herNis one of us. You two we hdnae under
observation for many months past. First we found youcsviee to know
you by your writing for the lady, your mothemd her band, and later for
my lord Zabdiel.*

Can you tell me anything of him?

Most assuredly, friend, and so we may at sonoee fitting time, but
not to-night.

* See Notes on page 6.
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We therefore studied and analysed your mentality and whahgdu
stored there in the years pbur earth-life, and your soulNthat is your
spirit-body, so we employ the word here in these writingsNantgtsth,
and in whamembers health required perfecting the more; and also, so far
as we could, the quality and the character of the facets of yoapithe
himself. These we put through the spectrum which we usefhuech like
one of which your scientists speak, but which is applied g nsen and
their emanations as your scientists dateoay of light. Thus were you,
unknown to yourself, searched and tested with naach and closeness.
We made our diagnosis, carefully wdbwn in details, and then we
compared it with that one which, was maaleen my lord Zabdiel used
you, and also the more crude, but fairly full, record used when first your
mother came to you and with her companiampressed on you their
thoughts.

These three records showed your progress. In some things ydl have
would you that we tell you of yourself, friend?

Yes, please.

In some things you had progressed and in others youfhbee back,
mostly by reasonf the much service of your time and thoughts given to
work made by the present war. On the whole balance, | thinkyayesay
we found you a little inferior as an instrument than you prowvef@éw
years ago. We agredldat we would be able to use your mentality almost
as completely as they did before. But it was in the debpeys you were
found to be lacking



54 THE LIFE BEYOND THE VEIL

Nthose which make for spiritual flight and ecstasy, améble us to work
on the imaginativefaculty, which is what might be termed an inner
clairvoyance, and also on the inner hearlgvertheless, we found in you
an instrument which might be used and might perchance impiitiveise,
and we were content to use you.

Other than this, we discovered that the lines of progresmdpdown
did not meet always ioontinuous right lines when we placed the three
records end to end in sequentkere were discrepancies and those which
concernedhe two last records, ours and the one before ours, were found
to belong to our own account, not to those who madeeiterd for my
lord Zabdiel. This is not to be wonderat if you could understand our
method employed For your progress, not being all ofsdmae direction,
linesintercrossed and became involved one with another, and confusion
resulted. But the mistakes were all our own.

We will cease here and hope to continue this saoigect on the
morrow of to-night, for you have had interruptions more tbae and
much more than enough, and you are ndasibe" to use to-night because
of them. We must endeavauibetter arrangement, if we can, so that such
shall be avoided hereaftee will try. Good night, friend, and God's
blessing on the way you go.



PREPARATION(continued)

Friday, November 23, 1917.
5.20-6.10 p.m.

WE will continue, friend.

The chain extending between the composite of our mentatity the
penciland paper by which you hand on this stream of thought-matter to
others is now growing towards completion. Havsgarched in regard to
your own personality and traits peculiar, we hafind a link between us
and youNone whocould receive this same stream of our minds united,
refract it, in certain measuteansmute it, eliminate from it those elements
which in a spectrum are not of utility to the human eyewntbr effect on
the retina, and transmit the residue to you. What comgeudrom us,
therefore, is not the sum totalwhat we send initially. It is analogous to
what you call the visiblpart of the spectrum, that is, it is all that can be
made visible to the human eyeNtHaght made up of the rayNvibrations
which are not ultra either end. This in itself is an explanatiomaify
difficulties of communicatiorwhich seem often so unreasonable at your
end of the chain. Now, all laweohere and have certain points of likeness.
It is so in this present. For #sat white light by which you see is not
unity, but unification, so it is with us. The white light unifies in itsetire
colours than one which, combining, produce a streanlight of one
colour, and that one a neutral. So we, our

55



56 THE LIFE BEYOND THE VEIL

minds combining, produc® you, not each its own element separately,
but one stream coherentiagrom one mind alone. This illusion is helped
also by reason of our transmitting this stream through our exostlent
little friend andmedium of transmission Kathleen. Mark also that these
elements must be blended in dpeoportion, and each in its proper
guantity, or the effecvould be marred, even as the light would be not
white, but tinted, were ormlour to predominate over its due proportion
in the blend of them all.

We are collecting our materials for the pudding, see you, Binibt yet
ready for the pot. One very important element we havédhily treated.
We found thdittle lady Kathleen, and that by reason of her friendship
with, and affinity to, one of your own blood.

You mean Ruby?*

Even soNwho else? Your daughter Ruisyto Kathleen both friend and
instructor. Very well. We treated her as we treated yomore or in less,
and then we came to a very delicate and pretty problenvhich the
success of our service and venture greatly hung. We six wereamen,
Kathleen woman. Nowex dominates much of our science here as it does
with you.We could the more easily work through a masculine brain even
as thesef ours. So, not to hang too heavily on your patience, let us say
that we found one whose mind on the one side cootdespond with
ours, and on the other, with a mind of feminine order. This is the lady who

* See page 5.
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acts the office of interpreter. She is afieus in sphere, and is also one of
our band, and, therefore, much practised, and for long inaupany. She

is in tunewith us as one of our band, and in tune with Kathleen as to
womanhood. She it is who summarizes and blends the cfurour
mentalizingNthinkingNand transmits it to you through Kathleémn.these
messages you will find that they mostly have the mascdlaveur of
thought and expression. That is by reasbrthe predominance of the
masculine element in the compositiointhis detachment of the band. But
at times you will be able, perchance, to detectfémeinine element in
prominence. That is when the subject is such that it is the coakenient
that a woman's mind lead on and we poor fenfollow, applying our
rougher strength to the wheels, aadincreasing the dynamical element in
the venture. Even Kathleen will at timgsep out on her own business,
andno doubt will be charming to you, as she is to us, in her naive sweet
way.

You speak as if you intend tlseries to be rather a long one. | don't
wish to seem ungracious, but that other lot was rather a strain, | found.

Nay, friend. Be no more alarmed. We have beeénsome pains to
prepare this enterpriseNa minor enterprise it is. Yl cease to write
for us whenever you will. But | daot think you shall find yourself so
willing to give up our company. Already you hafeund it somewhat
pleasurable to come and be nesrand to listen to our message. This will
continue, as | think it. But, for your comfort, | will
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say that our purpose is none so large as to give what my lord Zgébel
but somewhat which will be not so strenuous in nature but of pwait,
hope, nevertheless.

Sometimes you say "I" and sometimes "We". | supihasds because
there aretwo aspects of your message: the one stream and the various
elements which go to form the stream, the seven of you spsakiegimes
in the plural and sometimes as one. Is that so?

It is not a bad explanation, friend, aibds partly true, but in part only.
When we say "I" we speak as in the name of the leader* @itibe band
of thirty-six, as at presemumbered. When | say "We" | am speaking for
the moment omehalf of the other six of this detachment. And now there
is something for you to think on: how unity and diversitpw the
singularand the plural can be so interchangeable and with such ease as in
these messages is seen.

Friend, there is a depth here which you will failsound while in the
flesh, try as you willfor it is an outer ring of the innermost sanctuary
where is the sublime Mystery of Three in One.

NNN

* On the Wednesday subsequent to the above Mr. Vale Oweaskead the following
question through the planchette used by his wife.

"Will George be in Church to-morroguite by himself? Because Leader likes him to
be quiet; not pressure put on him by people coming in to speakhimithl shall be
coming to-morrow quite early to prepare him for a willing Leader.NKathleen."

(G.V.0.)N" Do you mean that the Leader of the band who comes with you is
willing?"

"Yes; we always call him 'Leader'!"

Note.NMr. Vale Owen decided after the above planchette message to attribute all the
unsigned messages in this volume as coining from Leader. (See page 105.)



THE BUILDING OF A TEMPLE IN SPHERE FIVE

Tuesday, November 27, 1917.
5.25-6.50 p.m.

WE have our subject ready to hand, friend, and we ask you tagiyeur
mind, in order thatve may tell you of an incident which lately happened
in the sphere where we oftaake our stand in order that we may
supervise a work which is there toward.

It is the erection of a temple-like building, the purposevhich when
completed will be the coordination of energies to the end ihosarth-life
may receive the more readily our thoughts tharetofore. This building
has been slowly coming into being for some time past ande&
completion. We will describe, as well ase may, first the material of
which this structure is builded, and later the use to whictvilit be
impressed anon.

The material is of various colours and of various densitig Hot put
together in bricks ndrlocks as of stone on earth, but grows of a piece in
onetogether. When we had settled on the design of it, we went to the
place already chosen wheiteshould stand. That place was a plateau
between the lower
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and the higher lands &phere Five. Note you, that we here in these
messages follow the linehich Zabdiel laid down in the numbering of the
Spheres. Others sometimes adopt that method, and othersfagain
another of their own. But you afamiliar, more or less, with this way,
and so we use it. And it is, moreover, a more convenient system
gradation than some others, which are often rather complicatetse too
general. My lord Zabdiel chose a kind of mean, and sb $¢and here and
now.

We assembled, therefore, and, after a sil&ycevay of harmonizing our
personalities into one endeavour, @eacentrated our minds creatively on
the foundations, and, gradually and very slowly, raised the streamur of
will power from the ground upward and higher until we camthe dome
like roof, and there we stayemhile the Angel-Lord, the leader of us,
gathered the whole of our energiato his own, and gently rounded off
our endeavours by diverting the will power stream into spaceliie we
began to stay the current pulsing from ourselves, each one.

Now, this maysound strange in your mind, friend. But the reason of it
was this: we as a company avell trained, and for long have exercised to
act in concord. Nevertheless, the finishing of the first stage of that
fragile structure, it needed that a far more powgrérksonality control the
forces we had set in operation, or the buildmguld have been either
marred in shaper wrecked in structure, and our efforts would have been
for nought. Further reason we find it harcctome at, so as you should be
able to understand our words. Mayhap, in thinking on the
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matter, you will be able to see the reasoit,af not the method. Think it
out on the lines of severing of the cord umbilical, and also the otidr
vital at death, or the too suddsiutting off the conduit by sluice-gate, or
somewhat of #ike nature, and you may glimmer what we fain would tell
but for lack of words to tell it.

So the firststage was the outer building in completeness, but faint in
outline and of transiemuration. So, resting a space, we set once again to
our task,and starting at the foundations as afore, we strengthened each
pillar and gate and tower and turret asaseended slowly, until the dome
again wageached. This we did many times, and then left the structure
standing, the outer shalone, but still completed in form. What was
lacking was, in principal, deptbf colouring, rounding off of the finer
ornamentation, anevhen this should be done, then the solidifying of the
whole, until it should be so strong as to endure many ages.

We went for longtime and oft, as our forces were renewed, to the
process, and most delightuhd blissful was the work of beauty. For the
Temple was of much majesty, both of proportion and size andiralso
designNa thing of much beauty, ever growing moesautiful as we gave
each of our own to its generati@uildings are not ever thus raised in the
spheres; there are many methods of their erection. But wherartheso
made, they become not so much the work of the buildeosirashildren
much beloved, because they be of awn vitality and of our own
idealizing. Such buildings as these also are more responsive to
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the aspirations of thoseho come after as workers within them, for they
have acertain life, not perhaps completely conscious life, but most
certainly they are endowed with sensation. | think we mighttpet
matter thus: That while such a house as this shall last, its functmmuss

its creators, as the human body is to the spirit who usbetit, waking
and sleepingWe are always in touch with the work therein proceeding
throughits sensitiveness. And in whatsoever spheres, at any future time,
the company who created it lBspersed, they always have in that
building a focusf communion real and vivid, and the joy of it all is only
such as you will know wheyou attain to creatorship in these spheres, if
that be the line of your ascent in the Kingdom of God.

Now, when the outer part was done and confirmed, there remai@ed
work of greater detail within the fashioniraj the chambers, halls and
shrines; the setting of the pillars in colonnades; the watdtse fountains
to bring forth in perpetual flow, and many other matters of détiadt we
stood without and concentrated on theporting pillars and walls of
partition, andwhen these were placed, we went within and viewed our
handiwork, as yowould say, but our hands did not much and our heads
and hearts were the builders.

So we took up our abode within, and, as you waeplelak it, daily went
about from chamber to chamber, hafid corridor, and fashioned each,
little by little, after the original plan and scheme, &ll was done and
finished off by beautifying the whole.

Then what a wonder of delight was it to us, when



THE MINISTRY OF HEAVEN 63

our Great Director descenddm his own high realm once again to view
the work and to approve oandeavours. Many little details he corrected,
mostly by the exercise of his own creative will. But some he badaish
and remodel for our own training.

And there came& day when all was ready, and he returned with
anotherNa mighty Lordwhose status was of sublimity higher than his
own, and whose powers were what would in Israetdleed as those of
Aaron, and of themwvho followed him; and by the Greeks, Hierophant;
and by the Christians, Archpriest. The process he caemalt was what
you would name sanctification.

Consecration?

That wordwill serve very well. It is what links on a building in any
sphere earth or otherNto those who dwell some higher realm for
protection, and also for the mediumship of grace@owler for those who
use the place hereatfter.

On earth your temples are but a very faimdel of these in Nour
realms. But they are, in esse, of the same puragodeuse. In Israel the
cloud showed the communion between the spheres of earth and
Jehovah's abode. In Egypt the cloud was also insedrly days. In Greek
colonies the temples were of less vitality in response nbutwithout
vibrations. Islam seems to lend itself least of all to $piscial aspect of
help and uplifting from these Realms. | have visited the spherstaof
here and find this particular wodf communion and grace is administered
in other ways principally. So is it in the
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Churches of th&€hrist, but in great diversity of degree. In some of the
temples consecrated to the Christ His Presence andfthiz Servants is
all but visible, and I think will shortly become visible to those who will.

So on earth you have the principle at work, and itdegs for long ages
past. But here it is much momowerful in effect and more visible in
operation, and very beautiful and fraught with much blegsirthose who
are climbing the steps of the Heavenly Highlands from sphere to sphere.

What is the particular use of this Temple?

It is now beginning to be used for the storage of eniertgywhich those
will be baptized who come fromhme different parts of Sphere Five, and
also from those spheres below, from time to time. Theynameersed in
its vibrations of colour, laved ithe streams and fountains of water which
are within, or swatheoh web and woof of music, the while, their natures
responding, they are strengthened in the parts where stieratking, or
enlightened in those other parts where intelledimmed. But, mark you,
it is not a sanatorium merely, but of, shall | say, higher qualityiskswill
be both for body and for personality, fib the spirit for the journey
onward,not alone in bodily strength, but also in intellectual clarity, by
which he maythe more readily and the more greatly profit by the
knowledge it is his to come d&ut also himself is attuned to those whose
love and life are focussed on that Glorious Temple, and who await the
pilgrims coming to their own higher places.
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Do all have to pass through that Temple in their ascent upward?

Nay, not all,friend, but most of those of Sphere Five. It is a sphere
where some, nay many, stay lotigis a critical sphere where attunement
has to be made a man's various traits and all unharmony done away. A
difficult sphere for manyo pass, and where many delays are constant to
be found. It is therefore that we raised the Tenfplethe need was great.

It is still new, and we have yet to fitw it will serve, and doubtless, as
experiment continues, modifications in detail will be made.

But some there amgho come and look round them and find nought for
them here to learn or to compose within themselVhsse quiet, strong
ones pass onward, blessing as they go, and the way they takghier
for their passing; and those who are at hand are gladden¢akancburage
from the sight of them. It might be otherwise on earth. But those who
come sdar aloft as to Sphere Five are of no mean grace, and to such the
beauty of a spirit more beautiful and strah@n they but adds grace to
their grace, and certifies to them the reality of the Brotherhood of All.



THE SIGN OF THE CROSSN
ITS EFFECT IN HELL

Wednesday, November 28, 1917.
5.20-6.45 p.m.

MAKE the sign of the Cross when you feel at all doubafubur presence

with you. It will help youboth to realize our protection and your own
freedom from all intrusion of those who wouydtevent us by coming in
betweenNot bodily, but by projection of their thought-influences which
make a mist to obscure. You will minftiend, that in degree they come
nearer to you than we do, and have there a vantage ground which we want.

How does this sign help?

Because of the reality signifies. When you ponder on it, much is
wrought by signs, ndbecause these signs have aught of dynamic value in
and of themselves, but bngason of the potency of those persons or
forces they represent.

For example?
For example, the lettesshich you are at the moment writing are but
signs, yet they who read them with sympathy and lovelayilby a store

of fitness in themselves to progress the more readily when theyuenae
than had they not seen these
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signs at all. The name of a king is but a sign of him for whatands. Yet

he who lightly uses it upon his lipgs also he who disregards a command
written under that name, is not lightly to be dealt withany orderly
state. Otherwise therogress of that state would be much hindered
because of the disordend lack of unity ensuing. Names are, therefore,
had in reverence, not alome economies of earth, but in these heavenly
realmsalso. For he who names a great Angel Lord compromises that
person with whatever work he has afoot to @ois is so ordained; and
the highest oéll, His Name, must be had in deepest reverence as in your
own sacred law it is also enjoined.

The Sign of the Cross is but one of the signs of Holiness whigmowe
and haven past and present made known to the children of earth. But it
is, at the present stage of evolution, sflgn more powerful than any else,
for it is the sign of life from the Living One, poured dar earth's
progression. And as other ages have heemods of God manifest by
otherNwrite it, friend, do not hesitate Christs of God His Majesty, so
thisage is a peculiar of that Christ of God Who, coming last of that high
band, is Prince of All, Son both &od and Man. They, therefore, who
usethat sign use His Sign-manual writ in blood, which is the Life, and
before iteven those our brethren who do not own His Sovereignty nor
understand His Love must bow, because they know and fear His power.

Even those in the hells, then, know His Sign. Is that so?
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Most truly and terribly so. Let me for a few moments dwell on this
matter, for there be many, as we know, who on earth dewetence that
sign overmuch, becausieey do not understand. | have been in the darker
regions times and oft, but whergd thereNI have not just of late been
there, having other businesswardNl use that sign most sparingly,
knowing the agony it flings upon those poor sould have agony within
themselves more than a little already.

Will you tell me of any instance in which you wed that sign?

| was once sent teearch for a man who had, strangely enough, been
brought, on passing from earthto the second sphere. But he was not
fitted to dwellthere and gravitated to the spheres below. | will not pause
to explain this matter in particuldt. is rare that such a thing comes to
passNnotunknown. Such mistakes are made here and there by guides of
lesser knowledge. Their zeal outruns their povedérdiscernment and of
penetration, and, whendifficult and entangled personality comes over,
mistakes aresometimes made. | descended into the spheres of gloom,
therefore, and whesomewhat conditioned thereto | began my search. |
went from city to city, and at last | came to a gate where | feftrieisence
within. You will perhaps not readilynderstand that | have but just given
you. Let it pass, you will one day. Passing withicame by the murky
glimmering of light prevailing to a square wheranlarge crowd was
gathered. The air seemed ruddy of hue, liken@th's working-house,
flickering
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and faltering as the crowadere uplifted or depressed, grew angry or grew
weary.Standing on a stone block was the man | sought. He spoke to the
people in a harskioice earnestly, and | stood behind them and listened
awhile.

He was telling them of the Redemptiand of the RedeemerNnot by
name, mark you, but by allusion. Twice or thiigaw the name upon his
lips, but it never came forth, for whenever it happened thegayla wave
of painsweep over his face and his hands gripped inward on themselves,
and he became silent a space and then proceedeaf. Buh of Whom he
spoke namne there could doubt the Personality. For a long time he urged
them repent, antbld them what the lack of spirit-leaning had done by
him, bringing him down, Willy-nilly, from his short glimpse Beaven and
light into the thick gloom of thesenderworlds of pain and remorse. What
he was urginghem to do was this: he said he had come hither with open
eyes, and had marked the wagll enough to go back upon his steps and
reach the light at length. But the way was long and of painful asoeht
very gloomy. He therefore callagbon them to be willing to make their
departure with him, and all together, a$oak of sheep, for company and
mutual aid, and they would come to rasthe end. Only let them not go
astray by the roadside, for ravines and rank fdeesls they must pass
beside, and thoseho should stray might lose the track for ages and
wander lonelyvhither he could not tell, but always in darkness and peril
from the cruel who lurked in those regions to wreak their
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frenzy on any who came within their power. So let them follow the
Banner he would bear before them d@hdy should then have nought to
fear. For thdBanner he would make for them would be a symbol of great
strength to them for the way.

That is the burden of his speaking tttem, and they seemed not
without awistful readiness of response. He stood there silent some time,
and then there came a voice frame in the crowd who cried: "What
bannedo you speak of? What arms will you emblazon on it, so that we
know whose leadership we follow?"

Then the mamwho stood upon the stone in the middle of the square
lifted hishand on high and tried to force it downward to make a line, but
could not. He tried to do this many times, but his arm seepaésied
whenever he tried to move it downward deliberat€hen, at lengthNit
was a very painful sight to meho knew himNhe heaved a sigh loud and
full of tears of agony, and his hand fell of itself and hung limp by his side.

Soon he started, and stoetkect once again with determination on his
face. He had realized that he had made a vertical line through tlaadir,
lo, there shone along the path whhgk falling hand had taken a faintly
luminous streak standing before him. So with much effortadion he
oncemore raised his hand, stretched away from the line and somewhat
abovethe middle of its length, and sought to approach and cross through
it, but this again he could not.

| could read his mind and what was in it. He was
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trying to give them the Ensignment for the banner they stiollibavNthe

Sign of the Cross. So in pity | pressed forward, and atstastd by his
side. Itraced first the vertical line still visible. | traced it slowly, and as |
did so it shone out with a brightness which lighted the squartharfdces

of the crowd assembled. Then | made the cross-piecetharal it shone
before us, and we, hidden by its luminous radiance, stood behind unseen.

But | heard a wild cry and a great wailing and looked out again. The
Cross had grown more dim, ahdaw the multitude were prostrate and
writhing in the dust of the great square, seeking to thieie faces and blot
out the memory of thatign. It was not that they hated itNthese were
come through thagtage of remorseNbut it was the very progress they
had made towards repentance that caused their ppEgenRemorse was
blending into sorrow for sin and ingratitude in these, #rat progress
added bitterness to their sorrow.

The man beside me did not grovel as the others, butdmeh with his
face covered with his hands, and hands on his kneesNbowed double
with his agony of repentance.

Now | saw | had been too much in haste, and winaid meant for their
comfort had been their undoing, so | had much labmwestore them once
againto their proper mood of calm on which | might, taking the office of
my friend upon myself, begin to play the tune he had befyutong last |
was successful in my task, but | made my resolve, dmehthere, to be
more restrained in the use of that
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potent sign in these dark realms hereafter, Isisbuld cause more pain to
those who already had so much of their own to bear.

You called the speaker your friend

Yes, he was my friend. He and | had taught philosophy insémee
university whenin earth-life. He was of a right life, and not without
generous impulse on occasidBrilliant, however, rather than devout,
andNwell, he is on the upward way now, and doingch good among his
fellows.

They had their banner after all, as | sought toywll. But it was not of
very excellent workmanshipNmerely aouple of tree-branches, much
twisted and gnarle@s trees grow in these dim quartersNbut they strung
them together and called it a cross, but the cross-flliecesometimes up
and sometimes down, and it was grotesique for the earnestness Of
them and whait meant to them; for it stood to them for the power it
signified, and for Him from Whom that power flowed, andtedhem it
wag indeed a Sign most Sacred and to be followed bravelyn lsiience
and in awe. And the strip of red cloth which they tigbout the
intersection flowed out like a stream of blood. Ahdy followed where
they saw it go before them on the long, long journey, often weary and
footsore, but ever towards the Uplands wtibey knew they would find
the light.

Thank you. Before we stop | would likeask you a question. That
temple you spoke of last night. In the first part you saidotivpose of it
was to help people in the earth-sphere. But you afterwards mentioned a
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purpose quite different? | am not quite satisfied. Could you, please,
explain?

What we said, friend, wasue enough, although not so clear as we
would have said it. Your mind was somewhat heavy last night. And now
also you are fatigued. Weill explain what was in our mind when next
you sit for us, so God's blessing and good night.



THE TEMPLE IN SPHERE FIVE
OBSTACLES TO COMMUNICATION

Thursday, November 29, 1917.
6.20-6.45 p.m.

WE promised to explain to yoyour difficulty of the Temple. There is
little of difficulty really. You will mind we said that it was ftihhe purpose

of service to be rendered those of Sphere Five and the spheres inferior.
Included in those is that of earth, which is not diverse franat you
distinguish by the name spiritual spheres, except in its outer
manifestation. The influences projected from that buildjogfar through

the spheres downward and into that of eaffle. were not explicit very
much, not because of our haste, but your limitations, both of |lcasuref
receptivity,the one greatly dependent on the other. For they who lack
leisure forquietness and peace are not able to respond to the thoughts of
us who come from Realms so different, and comnigpng with us, even to

the verge of your plane, much of what calm strength we had in uswéhen
started on our journeWot all of it is dispersed from us into the spheres
as we come hitherward; andwhat remains we always seek to impart to
those of earth who respond to our seeking,
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and who need so greatly wha¢ace we have to give. When we, too,
become deplete of our grace and of the powemfmart it to you, what
little is left to us, themve return homeward to replenish the cistern in the
free, clear air of the Heavens of God, framich all strength and peace go
forth.

This has bearing on the matter of the TempletHat is one of its uses:
to be a reservoir in which shdde accumulated such power and blessing
from the higher realms for use as occasierves to those of earth and the
spheres next in order of ascent.

As thework shall develop, other uses for it will also be found, and co
ordinated with the work presently afoot there.

Now you have been hindereddoming to us to-night, and before the
next engagement with your people shall take you away once dgain,
time is not very long. So we will be brief to-night and bay a few words
more, and that on a matter which you do not quite clearly understand.

When we come to earth, we children of the Heaverms,have much
difficulty at times to get into touch with those whwait us and listen for
our coming. Yowourself are an example of this. For oft we have noticed
you almost awake to our presence near you, laamdng listened, end in
doubtat best, and sometimes you conclude it is but your own fanciful
imaginings and not the breathing of your spirit friends you déeel hear.
Now, the reason of these failures on our part to give, and on yours to
receive, is chiefly the lackf courage to believe. You have thought of
yourself that you have this courage, and
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in some things it is true. But in this matter of spiwmmunion you are
often too fearful of error to be useful in thrk of truth. It is not too
much to say if we put it thus. At all times, whenever you feeleas you,
that is the effect of some cause. The cause may or méersatch as you
desire or as you feel you discern. But catlege is, and if you at such
times will but be quiet and listen, then the natur¢hef cause will grow
further clear. It may be you think a certain friend ibatd, when it is not
he,but another. But who it is will be made clear in the process of the
transmission of his thoughts. So, when you feel yoursdiet@ognizant
of some one near you, cease, agafayou may, from doubts, and entirely
from fears of error. Receiwghat is given to you, and on the matter so
received sum up your judgment of the affair.

No more now, for yolhave to go to other work. May our Father be
with you in it and in all you do from day to day.



THE TEMPLE IN SPHERE FIVE
REPAIRING A DEFECTIVE TOWER

Friday, November 30, 1917.
5.20-6.25 p.m.

WHATSOEVER is beautiful is alwaysue, and that is one of the laws
which stand out in front afthers in these bright realms. Conversely also,
whatever is ugly and ill-favoured in forautwardly, will, on closer study,
be foundacking in the grace of truth. Truth, as we use that word, means
that which is consonantith the Mind of the Ultimate Whom you call
God and Father. Athat flows from Him is orderly and in harmony with
the highest and fairest aspirationausf His offspring. And what answers
to this quality is beauty, for beautytisat which pleases; and harmony is
a garment of love whicls always pleasing to them who in their nature
respond to love's endearments. It is only those in whom thesenis
tincture of love's opposite that have no relish for such a fealsowas
alone can spread. And, mind you, Love is almne of God, but God
Himself.

So all the beauty of landscape andhef waters and the comeliness of a
face or form we know to be such a manifestatioHiaf from Whom they
derive
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their beauty, and, as truth is onljat is in concord with the thoughts of
Him, so we say that whatsoever is beautiful is true, and whatever is true
must manifest itself in beauty.

It is wheresome cross-current of opposing forces enters into the-main
stream of God His Life and power, that the water the@mes fraught
with murk and mire. This is as true of humanity as of things in concrete,
for disharmony in a family or in a State is not of its awigin, but has its
rise from that far source of power which is erratic frompghepose and
will of the One Supreme.

But so wonderful is Hén His operative energy, that these things He
wills to turn to good account in total, and also to extfemh each such
opposing manifestation of His Life-foreegongly used, some help for the
betterment of the race both of men and angels.

| don't know whether | have got this right anyway, could you, please, try
to give me something a little more explicit and less involved in expression?

We will try, friend, to describe to you a little mdiee Temple of which
we have already written. We&an use your inner sight in this as well as
your hearing, and that witle simpler for us to give and for you to take a
hold of. To-night you are not quite so quiet in mind as we would wish.

There was onecorner of the Great Tower which we could not
understand. The Tower stood @rcorner of the building, and was a four
square Tower. One of the corners was not as the other three. But,
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strangely enough, we could none of us, comparing themwtedt was
amiss and in what it was diverse from those oth&ssl looked at them it
seemed to my mind as if the defective comas in shape and proportion
asits fellows. But when | looked at the others, and then back at it again,
going round the base from time to time, it always struckasmenot in
harmony with them. | will not dwell on this, but tell you at omdeat was
found wanting. It was not one olr architects who discovered the nature
of the defectalthough we had several to look at the tower. It was one
from a sphereabove, who was passing through Sphere Five, who
explained to us the matter. He was on¢hafse whose business it is to
descend intahe darker realms on occasion when any certain locality is
seething so much with dissension and tumult as to affect painfullyithose
the spheres next in advance and adjointwgh effervescence throws off a
kind of distressfulnfluence which, rising up to the sphere above, hinders
what progress is there proceeding, antls back those not very robust
spirits whose lot is cast in that dim place, so that they lose dr@hdease

for the time being from their struggle to continue their voay of the
gloom toward the light of the upper spheres. This is not so poweiitlly

by themas to bring upon them the discouragement of despair, except the
tumult belowthem be of extraordinary vehemence. When that happens,
then the one have spoken of with others descends and soothes the poor
restless ones into such stupor that their distress doe$fexitthose who
have won a little way ahead in ascent.
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It was because he was, by mwsid long service, become skilled in this
business that he was alile help us in our perplexity of the Tower.
Having very carefully examined and tested all four wallsyet to a long
distance away, and, ascending a hill,tineed and sat down and looked
very steadfastly and for a long time, at the far-off Towé&en he came
backto us, and, assembling us in the plain, he told us what was amiss in
some such words as these:

"My brothers, when you were buildinthis Temple, you left this
Tower until all the other halls were formed. Then you galgour energy
to the making of this Tower so strong as it was pos$iislgou to do out
of thestrength you had. But there was one thing you overlooked in your
eagerness for thinishing of it. You had taken no care that an equal
number should be on all four sides of it. And also, wtien Tower was
raised then, from far away, the light, striking on uggpermost part,
deflectedhe wills of those who stood below, and they left the parts not
so brilliantly in the light exposed to whatever currents of will power
should at the moment be passing. Novthat particular time there was a
band of us coming from service in tregions dim and grey, where we had
found muchado to achieve the purpose for which we were sent there; so
that, passing over thigane, we were much depleted of our strength, and
gathered it as we proceeded. Scaitne about that, because of the unequal
force applied to the Tower on its four sides, withoutt seeking to do so,
we absorbed some of the vitality from that part which was prastcted.
This is the corner which
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is defective, and you will find the defect not in steape or proportion,
but in the texture othe material of which the corner is made. Look again,
this time with the knowledge | hawgven you, and you will detect a
darker tint wherghe damage lies than in the other parts of the Tower.
That is because the vitality we extracted left it lacking in lusireg
therefore its appearance is deformed, while in itself it conforms in $bape
the other corners."

This we found was true and the remedy simple, for we gathbeed
same band of builders as wad afore, and set to work again. And, as the
energy streaming from our wills was directed on those darker paets,
grew lighter in hue and took on an equal sheen with the other aads,
when they were exactly matched, we ceased, and, on looking we it,
found it quite right and in perfect harmony.

You will see,friend, that what had done the mischief was in reality the
influence brought to bear, all unwittingly, upon our still uncompleteck
by those whose vitalithad been expended in the darker spheres. No evil
IS positive in nature, but only negativeis the negation of good. All that
is good is strong. Wvas the strength of these good angels which had been
absorbed by those wHacked strength in the region to which they had
madetheir way. Re-accumulating strength as they passed by us they, by
their unconscious action, brought to beanonwork what was really the
influence of those darker spheres, and the resultlagks of harmony,
which means lack of beauty, which brings us back
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to our first word, like a cat curled before the hearth with its head to its tail
in a circle. And with that picture of contentful repose we leave you with
our blessing.



METHODS OF COMMUNICATION

Monday, December 3, 1917.
5.25-6.20 p.m.

WHEN wecome to earth, friend, we say one to another by the way that
we are going into the land of mist and twilight, thatmay, in the interior
world which we find there, shed abroad somewhat of our light and
warmth. For, indeed, that these be much needeatevable to sense, even

in those far spheres from whickke come. You may wonder by what
process of chemistry or dynamics this is made pos&ihls; and, indeed,

it would not be possible for us to expldire method in detail. But we are
able togive you a somewhat epitomised account of this affair, and so we
will, if it would be of interest to you, and thoséo shall come to read
what we give to you.

Thank you. Yes, | should like to hear your explanation of it.

Then we will try tomake it as simple as we can. You will readily
understand thahe first and grand necessity of communication is already
to handNthatof a universal principle which bathes us all, you and us, in
oneand the same ocean. | speak of spirit life, and force and energy. This
spirit life is to you as it
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Is to us, and as it is also to thad®ve us, so far as we are able from this
sphere to stretchur minds in reasoning and imagination before us. For
that spirit-life is the cause of the life-phenomena, obtaining irsphere

of earth, you will readily consent to. As yquogress upwards this
coupling of cause and effect becomes more emphatic insphere as you
ascend. It is, therefore, reason to conclude that this comnsamsification
proceeds into the higher spheres of all. It may thereso sublime as to
find perfection in unity. But we think that in such Unity wik found, by
such as are able to penetrate into thdigd Places, the principle of cause
and effect in its most intimate form of all.

So when we speak of the one oceagpirfit-energy, we are touching on
what to us is no mere speculative theory, but a tandgaieto be taken
and used in any process of communion we should put our hand®to it
devise. That Is the first thing to realize.

The second is this: As you proceed away from earth upwheds is
no void between any two spheres. We know ofahgss of your Holy
Book. But that is no void. Thereasbottom to it. Also, it is not between
your earth and our sphere, bigs aside in the off-way, and comes not
into the line of ascent.

Each sphere agou progress is blended into the next by a kind of
borderland. So there is no shock to those who pass froniooaeother.
Albeit, you will mark that each sphers distinct in itself. Nor is the
borderland between two spheres a neutral larghrtakes of the qualities
of both. There is, theréore, no void, but a very real and continuous
gradation
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allthe way. From these two premises you will deduce quite comfortably
the fact that we are idirect communication with you potentially. Now
we must applyourselves to explain how this medium of communion is
put to use.

There are many windows to this house, and every one isBisethere
are three which serve to evidence the rest.

There is the method of continuous postimgjerein those workers
nearest you hand on messages and repotto$e in the sphere above,
and they continue the operation until thessage comes to its destination
where itis to be appropriately dealt with. This is done swiftlyNand yet
in the flight of any message through the spheres it is sifted inagacthat
extractedwhich is proper to the workers of that particular sphere to
undertakets answer. Also, messages from workers and prayers from the
earth are filtered and made suitable for transmission higioer realms.
Were this not done their earth-grossness would weigh tilewn so
heavily that what was ithem of sublimity would not be competent to
rise and come to the sphere where it is appropriate it shoud
destination] will not pursue this furtherN'tis a bare outline | give, but |
must go on to the next method.

This we may call the direct method. There axe those ofwjau have
guides in the spheréar special work and guidance. Some of these guides
are very high and bright angels, and their proper home &@biawve those
spheres borderingn the earth. They may not ever be coming down to
those of their
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charges, for, higlas they be, they are not all powerful, and to descend to
earth is expensivef energy, by reason of the necessity of conditioning
themselves to thepheres through which they pass, and in each sphere
there is a new condition for them to achieve uhly come to earth. This

is done frontime to time, and, indeed, not seldom, when such work is
afoot as towvarrant such undertaking. But we are ever careful of waste,
who have so much to dor others' help, and do not spend lavishly, even
of that which is infinite in its supply. We can do our work better, ragea

by the method of direct communion.

In order to establish this we deviskiad of telephone or telegraphNto
use your own speechNa cord of vibrations and pulsatimtereen us and
you, and it is constructed of the blendathlity of the guide and the
guided. | use here words | likeot overmuch, but | cannot find other in
your brain to use, so themust stand. | refer to such words as it
construct,” "vitality,” and such as these. Sympathetic intercasrby
this means rendered continuous and sustained.

It is like the system of nerves between the body and the bras: it
alwayspotentially operative, whenever need arises of help to be given.
Whenever the charge turns to his far-away guide in thoudbhging, that
guide himself is at once aware and gives answer in the way he judges best.

There is a third method, but more complicated than either of these
have summarized. It may,






