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AN APPRECIATION
BY LORD NORTHCLIFFE

| HAVE not had an opportunity of reading the wholeTok Life Beyond
the Veil but among the passages | have perused are many of great beauty.

It seems to me that the personality of the Rev. G. Vale Owemadtar
of deep importance and to be considered in connexitim these very
remarkable documents. During the brief interview that | had withl Hett
that | was in the presence of a n@rsincerity and conviction. He laid no
claims toany particular psychic gift. He expressed a desire for as little
publicity as possible, and declined anytloé great emoluments that could
easily have come tam as the result of the enormous interest felt by the
public all over the world in these scripts.

{Signature Shown}
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THE LIFE BEYOND THE VEIL

BOOK II: THE HIGHLANDS OF HEAVEN



PREFACE

THIS volume containgthe second of a series of communications from
beyondthe veil received and written down by the Rev. G. Vale Owen,
Vicar of Orford, Lancashire.

The messages in this volume are complete in themselves| amd given
by one whocalls himself Zabdiel and who in the opening line of the
messages describes himself as the guide of Mr. Vale Owen.

Following on the communications which Mr. Vale Oweceived from
his mother,* and which terminated on October 30, 1913, in rather an
abrupt manner, Mr. Vale Owen again sat in the vestryhef Parish
Church, Oxford, on thevening of November 3 and received by automatic
writing the words "Zabdiel your guide is her&fom that date and until
the evening of January 3, 1914, a series of communicadimasinting to
some 60,000 words and occupying some thirty-sesittings were given
by this communicator.

These messages cover a wider range than those therdtegared from
his mother. The inter-relation of this and théer life is more fully
explained both in narrative and exposition; and in the last messagehaf all
highest note of spiritual rapture is reached.

* Published in Vol. I. ofThe Life Beyond the VeilNThe Lowlands of Heaven.
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THE LIFE BEYOND THE VEIL

To criticise or attempt to elucidate these messagas Zabdiel is not
my intention inthis preface. The mass of information they contain, the
new light they throw on the life beyond the veil, dhd knowledge that is
unfolded respecting spiritual causdsich affect our life here must be left
to the understanding of each individual who reads this volume.

Thatthese communications come from a source outside the personality
of Mr. Vale Owen will be very apparent those who follow them
closely.On the question of the origin of these scripts | am reminded of a
letter which Mr. Vale Owen wrote to meegarding a portion of the
messages published Tine Weeklpispatchin the latter part of February,
1920, "When | had read the last half-column | put it down with tearsyin
eyes. | tried it again laterNsame resuit. comes from somebody who
knows how to get into my soffaces. It all bears out what | said to you:
'You are interpreting to me the script for the first time.™

THE PERSONALITY OF MR. VALE OWEN.

In the LondorEvening Newsf July 16,1920, in the course of a review
of the first volume off he Life Beyonthe Vei| Sir William Barrett, F.R.S.,
referring to Mr. Vale Owen, wrote:

"Here we have a beloved and honoured clergyman, whose saintly and devoi®d life
known to all his parishionersetiring to the vestry of his church and in the solemn
silence of the place finds his hand guided by soma unseen power, evhitgtg after
evening there swiftly writtemlown the record of a pilgrim's progress it) the spiritual
world. And this record is entirely independent

[14]



THE HIGHLANDS OF HEAVEN

Of any conscious or voluntary guidance on his part. Onlgnonoccasions had the Rev.
Vale Owen any idea of what subject was to be treatedofée when he had anticipated
one topic the writing disclosed a wholly different train of thought.

"Reluctant at first to yield to this involuntary guidance, doulifuts legitimacy and
sceptical of the result, he was at last convirtbet the messages were wise and helpful;
that they did not originatieom his own mind; but appeared to be impressed upon him
by some extraneous spirit. Believing thhese messages would afford hope and
consolation to many stricken hearts, the auttwrsented to their publication, but, as
Lord Northcliffe tellsus, he refused to touch a penny of the large emolument he might
have had. | wonder how many of the Rev. Vale Owen's critics and detractors &lwith
family to support, as | am informed is the case hereNwould have actiis noble and
utterly unselfish way!"

Lord Northcliffe has also drawn particulattention to the question of
the personality of Mr. Vale Owen on page 7. But although the fiercefray
publicity has penetrated the quietude of pleaceful Vicarage at Orford,
Mr. Vale Owenis the last man on earth to whom this would make the
slightest material difference. He has alwaégen most emphatic, both in
his letters and to all those with whom he has been brangtintact, in
stating that it is the messages the¢ of paramount importance and not
the man. It is, however, impossible altogether to actedbe wishes of
Mr. Vale Owen in this respect. On Tuesday, Junel®30 the Vicar of
Orford afterconsiderable pressure was prevailed upon by the Hon. and
Rev. James Adderley to preach at St. Paul's Chdvent Garden,
London. The scenes that
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took place in that famous old London church were described iDafig
Mail the next morning as follows:

"There were all sortand conditions of peopleNclergymen, Army officers, City men,
girl typists, Covent Garden porters, womerworking garb, women of leisure, widows
in their weeds, labourers in corduroys. These and tgpes of humanity were all there.
When he left the church Mr. Vale Owen was surrounded by men and womegrasped
him by both hands. 'Men bared their heads and a nuofbeaomen wept. When Mr.
Vale Owen freed himself he stood on the steps and touteed assemblage addressed a
few simple words. As he descended the steps hundreds of people again rugieed to
him. It was with the greatest difficulty thhts friends, clerical and lay, were able to
escort him to the rectory acra$e road. Thousands of people have written to Mr. Vale
Owen congratulating him on hisritings. Many people in yesterday's congregation
travelled specially from the north of England, Manchester and Legxdstiocular, to hear
his address."

The advent oMr. Vale Owen to London on this occasion illustrated at
once and ira remarkable manner the value of his personality. The Rev.
James Adderley, standing beside the altar of St. Paul's, C@®aden,
before pronouncing the benediction, addressed the vast congregation
saying:

"With regard to our preacher to-day, we are perfectly certain there is no fraud and no
self-advertisement and no dendl Christianity. That is putting it only in a very
negative wayl am not saying anything of the positive things we could say. If we had
any doubt about it before we have none now, for if ever a man had an oppddunity
self-advertisement and fraud our preacher has had it to-day standing in this church,
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packed from end to end, hundreds of people outside unapét io; if he had been out

for self-advertisement, was it psychologically possible that he could have preachea
sermon ase has to-day? Anybody knows he could not, and knowing that | asked Mr.
Vale Owen to preach here because | thought it would do real ggmbjde of all kinds,
convinced believers and those who are sceptical, to have an opportusiéginfy a
simple-minded humbl&hristian parson, who does believe in these experiments, and
who has had the most extraordinary psychical experiences, of seeinpavimer of man

he is and of hearing what he has to say. If it has done nothingitmag; make people
think a little more, make them wonder whether there is natva spiritual movement
going on in the world and whether any religious persam afford to stand altogether
outside or is not bound to come inside it, at least to learn someting it, to discuss

it, to inquire into it; because if there is any meaning at all in religion, it nteahhese
things are so real that those who believe in God and Jesusc@nnst possibly neglect
them."

MR. VALE OWENS WORLD-WIDE CORRESPONDENCE

As a natural consequence of the world-wide publieitg interest in
these scripts during their publication Tihe Weekly Dispatcand other
journals overseas, Mr. Vale Owen has received an enormous nomber
letters from every part of the globe. Of the great majority expressing
gratitude, or making urgent enquiries, many were such as deeplgve
him, and also to humble him by bringing realisatiothef immense volume
of goodwill created. | cannot refrain quoting franetter written to me by
Mr. Vale Owen referring to a certain section of his correspondengevin
of the light it throws on a particulgshase of his character. It was in
answer to one
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in which | could not help speaking withdignation on the attitude of
certain persons towards tiseripts and even towards Mr. Vale Owen
himself. Gently rebuking me, he wrote:

"Let ustreat our anonymous post-carders and other revilers gently and with patience.
They are followingnot in a very high-minded way truly, the course they believe to be
right and many would be preparedmake sacrifices for their causeNalthough some are
not prepared to do this to the extent of backipgtheir opinions and convictions by
coming out into the open with their names. But viewing the whole matter genérally,
cannot but realize what a joy it will B®me day, somewhere, to take them by the hand
as brothers and sisters and to tell them that we were not toodgj#tiist them when
their rather cruel words of misjudgment and attribution of false motives ftamehem,
because we realized that they were but treading the road by which we ourselvesbad
That is sdn my own case, at least. | see my own former self reflected in their present
attitude, and | hope it helps keep me in humility and in love to them. Indeed, | owe
them, for thisreason, a debt not of resentment, but of gratitude. | refer not to their
bitterness, but to their lack of enlightenment.”

This letter istypical of the many that | have received from Mr. Vale
Owen, and makes it unnecessary fotmesist on what | venture to call
the Christ-like naturef G. V. O., as his parishioners, who are also his
friends, his comrades and his followers, dearly love to luall. Of his
practical energyand foresight in affairs of his parish, his buoyant
cheerfulness and untiring labours, | have already spoken in my preface
Vol. 1.

Manly though his attitude ig¢owards this life and its trials and
vicissitudes, and fascinating in every
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degree as is his personality; | must ask every readdriofvolume to
respect the wishes of Mr. Vale Owen as far as possible and ¢esitre
attention upon the communications of Zabdiel and not on the ongvaéo
used as au instrument to give them to the world.

H. W. ENGHOLM.

LONDON,
September, 1920.

[19]



GENERAL NOTES
How THEMESSAGESCAME

IN the typewrittencopies of the original manuscript, Mr. Vale Owen
gave a description of how it came about that he acted as amarfoeiisss
mother and the spirit beings who in turn took her pladdetsittings in
the vestry of the church at Orford.

He said:

"There is an opiniorabroad that the clergy are very credulous beings.
But our training in the exercise of the critical faculty places us among the
most hard-to-convince when any new truth is in question. Itaogkarter
of a century to convince meNten years tlsgirit communication was a
fact, and fifteen that the fact was legitimate and good.

"From the moment | had taken this decision, the answer beggpéar.
First my wife developed the power of automatic writing. Ttieough her
| received requests thawiould sit quietly, pencil in hand, and take down
any thoughtsvhich seem to come into my mind projected there by some
external personality and not consequent on the exercise obwny
mentality. Reluctance lasted a long time, &ulast | felt that friends were
at hand who wished very earnestly to speak with me. Theynot
overrule or compel my will in any wayNthat would have
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settled the matter at once, so far as | was concernedNbut whslires
were made ever more plain.

"l felt at last that | ought to give them an opportunity, fowas
impressed with the feeling that the influence wagad one, so, at last,
very doubtfully | decided to sit in my cassock ihe vestry after
Evensong.

"The first four or fivemessages wandered aimlessly from one subject to
another. But gradually the sentences began to take consecutive foram, and
last | got some which were understandable. Fromtitn&t, development
kept pace with practice. When the whole serien@e$sages was finished |
reckoned up and found that the speed had been maintamedetrage of
twenty-four wordsa minute. On two occasions only had | any idea what
subject was to be treated. That wdsen the message had obviously been
left uncompleted. At other times | had fully expected a certain suloject
be taken, but on taking up npgncil the stream of thought went off in an
altogether different direction.

"G.V.0."

Before commencing to write Mr. Vale Owen would number a quaaoitity
sheets of paper, these he placed before him on the tabhe imestry.
Then, using shaded candle-lightilaminate the top sheet of paper and
with his pencil in his hand he would wait until he felt the influetee
write. When once he started the influence was maintained withstapa
until the message for the evening was concluded bgahenunicator. The
words of the message came in a perfectly
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steady flow and were joined togetheifake writer were striving to keep
pace with the communication which was being impressed upaniis
A reproduction of an actual pagetbé script is given imThe Lowlands of
Heavenyolume | ofThe Life Beyond the Veil.

H. W. E.
ABOUT ZABDIEL WHO COMMUNICATED.

In the course of these communications Zabdiel has gigeindication as
to who he may have beeluring his earth life or of what period of our
earth's history he livethere. To Mr. Vale Owen he always addressed
himself as his friend and guardiand his spiritual presence is very real to
the Vicar ofOrford. | am privileged to be able to give for the first time in
these notes the fuditory of an experience that befel a young woman who
attended evening service at the parish church of Odoréalm Sunday,
1917, and it seems to indicate very directly the presengalmdiel on this
occasion. | myself have questionatgreat length this young girl, Mary
A., and her story coupled with the appeal expressed by ae. Owen to
Zabdiel, thesame evening, points very clearly to the fact that it was
Zabdiel who was seen by the girl and thus came to thedfdifr. Vale
Owen in response to his praykegive the story from notes made by Mr.
Vale Owen himself at the time and | use his own words:

"After Evensong on Palm Sunday, 1947girl of about eighteen or nineteen years of
age came to me in thvestry. Without any preliminaries she asked, 'Mr. Owen, is there
such a thing as seeing angels?'
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"I replied, 'Certainly; why?'

"Because | have seen one.'

"When?'

"To-night, in church.'

"She then in answer to further questions explained thaagushad entered the pulpit
she saw an angel near the 'Shield," who passed ovaedlds of the congregation. As he
passed, hturned and smiledNa very beautiful and sweet smile it wasNand seemed to
gotowards me in the pulpit and there disappeared. This was the first experience of the
kind she had had, and it gave her so great a shock thaadheot recovered from it
during the remaindeof the service. Indeed, as she spoke to me, she was visibly
trembling. | told her that, had she not given way to fright, she wmolohbly have seen
him standing with me in the pulpit.

"As to her reference to the 'Shield’; there are six shiefd®ither side of the nave,
attached to the corbels. Those on the south are illuminated with ecclesiastgmib;
those on the north with the arms of local families. The third from the chammtebn the
south side is just about half way down the nave, the pulpit startsise the chancel on
the north side.

"The occurrencshe related interested me on this particular evening for the following
reason:

"On account of extra work owing the war, | had been feeling very unwell for some
weeks past. Palm Sundayaidull day in most parishes, and that evening | was feeling
very much spent. Ahe time for the sermon drew near | began to dread the ordeal and
wondered what was going to happen. After sayingusual prayer before going into the
pulpit, therefore, | made an appeal to my guide, Zabdiel. | told him | ndeslduelp
very really as | did not feel all equal to the preaching of a sermon without notes, and
was in acute pain. So | asked him to give me his help $pecial degree that night.
What the girl hadold me assured me that my request had not been in vain, and it
showed me who had brought me the hefiréady was aware | had received. For on
entering the pulpit my pain had suddenly ceased and the preaching was no effort at all.
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Preoccupation might have explained it had the effeat been so marked and
instantaneous. Before Mary A. had spoken to me | had decided that theweffe¢bo
great for such a cause, and had already thanked Zabdiel for acceding to my request."

* * * * *

Note by H. W. E.

When interviewing Mary A. in reference to the above experi¢ngas
very much impressed by the girl's obvious honeSiye is a typical
Lancashire lass of thedustrial classes, earning her living by working in a
metal works. She told nteat at the sight of the "angel," as she called the
appearance, she was so thoroughly frightened thdiestiteher head down
and clutched at her friend who wsesaated by her side, and did not dare to
leave the pew until the service was o¥om her manner in telling of her
experience, it was obvious to me that she will never forget it.

A MESSAGEFROM ZABDIEL.

On Saturday eveninganuary 31, 1920, Mr. Vale Owen's wife received
a message through the planchette, wimsttrument had been on various
occasions operated by her and through which a considemabiber of
messages had been giveom time to time that proved helpful and
instructive to Mr. ValeOwen when he was receiving the different
communications now published.

This occasion happened to be on the eve of the publication of thef first
the series of the scripts ithe Weeklpispatch. The message was spelt
out by the pointer of the planchette, running from letter to letter
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Of the alphabet, written on thmard over which the instrument was propelled. | give it
here exactly as it was received; it reads as follows:

"Zabdiel. My son, your Script will be a blessing the world. Zabdiel gives you his
blessing.My son, we lately have done right well, giving you what we can, quietly
working with you. When | gave those first writingsyou we arranged long ahead what
should be don&vhen they came to be published. Long hours of work you gave to me.
Do you think | should leave you to fight the great battle alone?"

'‘Any more from Zabdiel?'

"'l have no more to say now except, God bless you all. God's blessshggon you
in your endeavour to give to the world the truth.’

* * * * *

THE REALITY OF ZABDIEL.

During the first week of the publication of ti&cript in The Weekly
Dispatch, the thoughts of thousands of people were turned towards
Orford. Thisquite insignificant village had become famous in a day and
was destined to be known throughout the world. No one reatire@
than Mr. Vale Owen during that momentous week that he had tineed
back once and for all on the old ordeitlmhgs and that his outlook on life
could never be quitthe same again. Controversy about the Scripts was
already beginning to raghroughout the country, and the mailbags for the
Vicarage were the largest that had ever tsmm in that peaceful village of
Lancashire. In thenidst of this new condition of things | received a letter
from the Vicar. A document written straight from the soul ofian who
realizes the nature of the
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high task before him; and its tremendaugportance to the world. |
publish it because | feel it may be helpfuhtany who will be reading the
messages from Zabdiel for the first time.

Extract from letter addressed to H. W. Engholm,
February 11, 1920.

"It has taken me some years to think thiogs. | have done so and made up my
mind. | have been down into the Valley of Decision and wrestlalli out. It was rather
dark down there at times. But | have now come out of the Valley and | stand tipatay
the hilltop in the fierce light of day.Have given myself at last but wholly to the Great
Cause, and any personal feelings count no rabid! with me. So never hesitate to tell
me what to do and | will do it gladly. When | went into our litthurch this morning it
was quite darkl knelt in my little corner, but there was so great a surging of spiritual
forces all aroundhat | had to get up and walk tip and down the church for a time
panting. At last | came to a stand in teancel and this is what | realized. It was quite
distinct and real.

"The whole spirit world near the earth wasmotion. It was immense, like the ocean
beatingagainst the rocks. High above stood Our Lord the Christ. He was stern and
immovable, but He looked down our way and with Him there wagreat host of
fighting men all ready for the battle, and some waiready engaged with the enemy.
Between Him and me stood Zabdiel. He stood there straightaliNtaller and more
majestic than | had ever realized him befétis. hands were straight down by his sides,
clenched and determiness he poured down upon me a great stream of strength and
determination which b turn seemed to be drawing down from those above him. All
this while the forces rushed and surged about him and me, but he wasatitand
like the Christ immovable. And as | stood there still, but still pantingNfor ghever
was really overwhelmingNhe
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Oadually came down and stood on night-hand side. But he towered above me as we
stood together there comrades both."

* * * * *

To Mr. Vale Owen] know, the life to come is a living reality. He feels
that he isnow carrying out his humble duty to those fair angel friends,
whose continual presence strengthenssaistains him night and day, and
he will continue to do so until he called to the presence of the Christ
whom he daily strives to serve as a faithful and loving servant.

H. W. E.

[28]



ANGELIC LOVE
I

Open your world to me,
Fair angel friends,
Your world of peace and beauty and delight,
Of people robed in radiance and bedight,
On brow and breast and shoulder, with the gem
Of Order and Degree of Ministry
In those broad acres of Eternity
Or here below, as is allotted them.
Open your world to me:
Yet not too broad make the Shekinah beam
To fall upon my poor dull vision yet,
Lest | lose heart by contrast; lest | fret
To leave my duty now, before the theme
Of this my present course be here complete
But just enough to keep and guide my feet
Till this life blends
Into the Life Supreme,
Fair angel friends.

Open your hearts to me,
Fair angel friends;
Open to me your large, untiring love,
And let me see how placidly you move
Amid the wonders of the Universe,
Where wish is act accomplished; where each breast
Heaves glowing and responsive to the quest
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Of kindred spirit seeking to converse.
Open your loves to meN
Yet you will know, your clearer eyes will see
How much 'tis well to give and to withholdN
Lest I to claim for earth be over bold
The license of your larger liberty;
But just a gleam vouchsafe, nor seek to hide
How blest are loves where love is purified;
How our love tends
Toward the love to be,
Fair angel friends.

NoteNSubsequent to the reception of the portion of the script which is inclirded
this volume, | received the verses printed above. It was intimated tatnileat time,
that the purpose farhich this hymn was transmitted was that it should be regarded as
the keynote to this series of messages.
G.V.O.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTORY

Divine LoveNHuman blindnessNEvil and goodNEvolutionNUnity in diversity.
Monday, November 3, 1913.

ZABDIEL, your guide, is here and would speak with you.

| shall be glad if he will be good enough to do so.*

| am ablenow for the first time, friend, to join in these messages which
your mother andher friends are giving through you to your fellows. Now
the time has come when | may continueléwvelop, with your help, the
instructions given you, if it be your wish so to continue.

| am much indebted to you, sir. Please tell me what is your wish now.

That you sit and write down my messages, lak at this time, as you
have done for the past few weeks for your mother and her friends.

* All questions put by Mr. Vale Owen are in italics.
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Will my mother, then, cease and give place to you?

Yes, that is her wish. From time to tintgwever, you shall hear of her,
and from her and others of your circle of friends.

And what is the nature of your projected course of instruction?

That of the development of evil and good, andGafd's present and
future purpose with the Church of t@arist and, throughout, of mankind
generally. It is for you, my friend and charge, to say whetherwilu
proceed, or cease haard go no further. | warn you that, although | shall
observe the rule here held advisable of leadimgard rather than revealing
by cataclysm, yet much that | shall have to say willdbea nature
disturbing to you for a time until you have assimilateahd have come to
understand the logical sequence of the teaching | shall have to impart.

What of those messagéshave received from my mother and her
friends?* Are they to ceasePhey are incompleteNthere is no proper
conclusion to them.

Yes, they will stand very well as theyave been given to you.
Remember, they were not meant to be in the formcofaplete history or
a novel. Scrappy they may be, but not unhelpfiihtse who read with a
right mind.

| confess | am rather disappointed at the

NNN
* Referring to the messagesceived from Mr. Vale Owen's mother, which form part of
The Lowlands of Heavetthe first volume of the "LifeBeyond the Veil" serie8l
H.W.E.
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ending, it is so abrupt. Lately something was said apabtication. Is it
your wish that they should go forth as they are?

That we leave to your own discretion. Personatlp Inot see why they
should not. | may tell you, however, that tiMsting you have been doing
lately, as all former writing you haveceived from us, is preparatory to a
further advanceNwhich | now propose to you.

When do you wish to begin?

Now; and you may proceesk you are able from day to day, as you
already have done. | know your woshd your engagements and shall
order my own accordingly, so far as my work with you is concerned.

Yes, | will do my best. But | confess, quite candidly, | fear the\iésat |
mean is, | do ndeel developed enough, for, from what you say, sir, there
is some pretty stiff mental work afoot in what you propose.

My grace shall be sufficient ithe strength of our Lord the Christ, as
heretofore.

Well, then, will you begin by telling memething more than | know
about yourself?

It is not on myself that | would fix your mind, friend, but ¢tme
messages proceeding through me to you,tara@igh you to our fellow
Christians fighting their way through the mists of controvensgt doubt
and misdirected zeal. | want to help them and yoy,charge; and to such
as have shall be given, and
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these shall hand it on to others. It is for you still to choose.

| have already chosen. | said so. If yaa good enough, Zabdiel, to use
a poor instrument likene, that is your business, not mine. | will do my
best. | can only promise so much as that. Now, what of yourself?

My mission is of more importandkan my own personality which will
best be delineated through the thoughts | am able to giv&jeuworld is
suspicious of one who claims more than they can understandbélexe
when they read, "I am Gabrieho stand in the Presence,” because that
was said long ago. But if | should say to ytluam Zabdiel who comes to
you from High Places with a message from thwke are accounted in the
Heavenly Realms as Holy Ones and Princes of lang Light"Nwell,
you know, my friend and charge, what shape their lips would falck so
| pray you let me speak, and judge me andyisvhat message | am
charged withNwhether it be truand high or noNand it will suffice for
you and for me. One day, dear friend, you shall look on meaas land
know me better in that day, and be glad.

Very well, sir, | leave it tyou. You know my limitations. | am neither
clairvoyant nor clairaudient nor a psychic amy real way, | take it. But
what has already been written, | admit, has convimoedhat it is external
to myself,NI think | am convinced that far. So, if you will, I will. |
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cannot say more, and | know | am not offering you much.

It is enough, and what you latknust endeavour to supply of my own
strength.

Now, | will say no more at this time, for | knoyou have to go; you
have work to do.

God be with you, my charge, in the Lord Christ Amen. #*
Tuesday, November 4, 1913.
May grace and peace be yours, friend, and quietness of mind.

In order that what | have to say be nosunderstood, | would begin by
telling you that in these realms we do not dwell so much on thosgs
which are not of immediate importance but seavah such matters as
most concern our present onwavdy, master them, and so proceed from
step to step ofirm and sure ground. Truly, the things of infinity are not
altogether absent from our mindsNthe nature and presesfcahe
Absolute and Ultimaté®©ne, and those conditions which are about Him,
these are not altogether thrust aside. Yetavee content to let them rest
not understood, knowing, as viugge from our own experience in these
lower realms, thahose beyond us must hold for us blessing even greater
than our present state. And so we go onward in petfest and
confidence, happy to advance, and yet not impatietiteofuture towards
which we surely move. So when |

RIRIR )

* Zabdiel always concluded his communications with the sign of the Cross.NH.W.E.
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tell you of evil and good | shall deal more of those things whicareeble
to make plain to you, and these will be but as one dewdrop is to a
rainbow, and less than this indeed.

There are those who say there is no evil. Tlaesen error. If evil is the
negative of positive good, it is real as theod is real. For it were as
rational to say there were no such condition as night, but thas thigt
the negative aspect of light and day, as to sayethhts not and yet good
is. Forboth are conditions of attitude which individual beings assume
toward the One Who Is, and, as eattude is a qualifying medium of an
appropriate effectso a condition of rebellion is the secondary cause of
trouble and disaster to the rebel.

DIVINE LOVE.*

The very intensity of the Love of God becomes ternbleen it meets
with an opposing obstacle. The swifter the torrdnat greater the surf
about the opposing rocks. The greater the tieatfire the more complete
the dissolution of the fuel which is cast intoahd on which it feeds. And
although to some such words may seem horrible isdiggng of them, yet
it is the very intensitpf the Love which energizes and flows through the
creation ofthe Father which, meeting opposing and, disharmonious
obstruction, causes the greater pain.

N

* NoteNThe sub-headings used frotthis page onwards are, of course, not in the

original script, butire simply employed to break up the material into clauses for easier
reference.
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Even in the earth life yomay test and prove this true. For the most
bitter of all remorse and repentance is that which followtherrealization
of the love borne to us by the one we have wronged.

This is thefire of hell, and none else. And if this do not make hell a
reality, then what thing could? Weho have seen know that only on
repentance and the realization that all God's actiomscts of love do the
pangs of hell descend upon tei@ner, and not until then in their full
intensity.

HUMAN BLINDNESS.

But if this be so, if evil be real, then also are beiings real. Blindness is
inability to see. But not only is there such a condition as blindness; there
are also people whare blind. Blindness is also a negative condition, or
less. It is the condition of one who has four senses insfefack. But real
it is, nevertheless. Yet it is only whene who is born blind is told of the
sense of sight that be begins to feet his lack o&nt the more he
understands the lack of it the more his lack is felt. So it is suithlt is
usual here to call those who are in tlagkness the "undeveloped.” This is
not a negative term, which would be "retrogressed.” So of bs#ty Inot
"loss” but "lack.” The one born blind has not lost a faculty but lacks it.

The sinner also rather lacks than loses his faculty to apprehegdadtie
His is rather the condition of the blind frobirth than the blind from
misadventure.
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And herein is the explanation tdie words of St. John that they who
have been brought into th@owledge of the truth cannot sinNinot as
theoretically considered, but as practicaibnsidered. For it is difficult to
see how they who have enjoyed the light afidthe beauty it reveals
should put out their eyes and so become blind.

Those, therefore, who sin do so from latknowledge, and inability to
appreciate the good and beautiful, asdthe blind come to disaster unless
they be warded by those who can seeNguides either incarnate or
discarnateNso with those who are spiritually blind.

Yet you may say that people do go back fatidfrom grace. Those who
do so are such as those who are partly bliraf amperfect sightNcolour
blind as to one or more colours. These haaeer seen perfectly, and their
lack is only unknown to them untdpportunity offers, and then their
imperfection is manifest. For a colour-blind person is one whose isight
in little or more measure, undeveloped. It is only by using his vision that
he maintains what vision he has, and ifieglects to do this then he
retrogresses. So with the sinner.

But it mayperplex you to be told that many who live apparently good
and upright lives on earth are found here antbegundeveloped. Yet so it
is. They have gone through life with many of their higs@ritual faculties
undeveloped, and when they step into the world whérés spiritual,
their lack is seen, and only gradually do they come to understand what
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they have lacked unknowirgp long,Njust as many colour-blind people
live their lives and pass hence and never know tin@perfect state of
vision; which also is hidden from their fellows.

Suppose you give me a case by way of illustration.

One who teaches the truth in part only must learn here toiteabble.
Quite a large number of people accept the fact of inspiration, butlliny
it is an ordinary and perpetual means of God's grace for men. When they
come over here thewn turn, become inspirers, if so qualified, and then
learnby how much they were indebted in their earthly course to those
who used this method with them unknown. They must first develop this
lacking knowledge and then they may progress, and not till then.

Now, evilis the antithesis of good, but both may be present, as you
know, in one person. It is only by freewill that tha¢rson is ‘held
responsible for both good amdil in his heart. Of this freewill, and the
nature and use of it, | must further speak at another time.

God be with you, friend, and keep you in His Grace. Amen. #
Saturday, November 8, 1913.
EVIL AND GOOD.
If you will give me your mind now for a little while | will endeavour to
continue my words in reference to the problem of evil imdelation to

that which is good. These are indeed relative terms and
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neither of them absolute as considered fronptiiat of view of a man on
earth. For iis not possible that one in whom both have a part be able to
define either perfectly, but only, or chieflgs the effect of each is seen in
its working.

Also let it be remembered that what seems to be goedlil to one man
does not of necessity so appear in the eyes of another. Especihlfy is
true of those of different creed and habit of thought and manner of life in
community. What, therefore, is possible in the matterdistinction
between these two is that theoad and fundamental principles which
underlie each should be grasped clearly, #red minor shades of these
gualities be entrusted to the future when tvédlybe gradually made more
plain.

Now, evil is rebellion against those laws®bd which are manifest in
His working. It is theendeavour of a wise man that he should walk in the
same direction as that towards which these laws flow.wHe from
wilfulness or ignorance opposes thigrent finds at once that an obstacle
is presented to him, andhk persists in his opposition, then disaster will
ensue.

For the Life of the Supreme, which operates andrgizes through
creation, is a force to oppose which is destruction. Andnfam were
powerful enough in himself to bring such opposition to stand iwine
of that tremendous force as would check, even for a montenfiow,
annihilation wouldbe his lot when the pent-up energy once again burst
forth upon him. But no man is able thus, and to this degree, to
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oppose God; and it is therefore tlmatr weakness itself is our surety
against annihilation such as this.

For a longer or shorter period sometimes, aftdn indeed for some
thousands ofears, as you reckon time on earth, a man may maintain his
obduracy. Buho man is created who is able to continue so everlastingly.
And that is a merciful limitvhich our Father Creator has placed around
and in us lest He lose us,amy one of His children, away from Him, and
without return for ever.

Let us therefore, having looked on tiplsase of aberration from man's
natural walking with God, now loothe other way in the direction in
which all things are tending. For truly, evil is but a transijgmase and,
whether it pasaway from His economy in whole or no, from every
individual most surely it will pass awayhen its opposing force is spent,
and he be left free follow on in the glorious train of those who brighten
as they go from glory to further and greater glory.

For this reason also will the Kingdom of the Christ onelaayltogether
purged of evil, because individuals make up that Churchvameh) the last
has been ingathered, then will it be complete in its radiating dtory
minister perhaps, and as many here believe, to other worlds inoheed
such help and succour as your world is to-day.

EVOLUTION.

As we stand on the earth plane, where | stand now, andHomkgh the
Veil of difference of condition
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which is between us and you in the earth life, we oftemse®/ people at
one time,and sometimes but few. These people differ in brightness
according to the degred holiness in each; that is, according to the degree
in which each individual in himself is able to reflect the divine lighgpfit
which streams pastind through us to you. Some appear very dim, and
these, when they come over here, will go to regions dim ordass
according to their own dimness.

So that every one will both appear to others and othidrsappear to
him, as natural to the particulenvironment and atmosphere in which
their lot is cast. This is "their own place.” lree illustrate this in order to
make it more plain to you. If an electrspark be projected into thick
darkness the contrast is too great to appear congruoushd\éd say that
that spark was out of its proper element, and creatdidturbance amid
thedarkness which brought, just for a minute, things to a standstill. Men
groping their way along the dark country lane standastdl rub their eyes
until they can see to pursue their way once more. The night arafsals
for a moment are startled and cease to move.

But if that flash be projected into tt@mosphere in the daylight of
noon, the disturbance is less, and i€ould be projected into the sun it
would there lose contrast and blend with his brightness.

So those whose radiance is grgatinto those spheres whose brightness
agrees with their owrgnd every one into the there which agrees with
hisNbe it less or more. But those whose bodiesNspiritual
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bodies | meanNare of gross textuamd do not radiate much light, but are
dim, go into those dim spheres where only they may be so atuehse
that they may work out their own salvation. They are not atiedsed in
any sense of the word; but only they would be lssase in a brighter
sphere than in those dim regions until they have growhrightness
themselves.

All who pass over here frotthe earth have some of the darkness which
envelops it like d@hick pall of mist. But many of these have already in
their wills endeavouretb rise through that mist into the clearer realms:
and these do quickly here what they fain would have done below.

And now weare looking upward, and there indeed lies the Royal Road,
the King'sHighway to His Holy City and the Dwelling Place of His
present Majesty. Along that waye follow step by step; and every step
we go we see th&ar away the light increases ever, and our comrades and
ourselves grow in brightness, as in beauty, the further we goit Amich
matter of no small joy that we are permittddr periods differing
according to the needs of you on earth, to come back on ouastepeelp
you on the road we know to be so radiant anflib®@f the Beauty of His
Presence.

And this, my friend and ward, we will endeavour, if you &kép of the
mind you are at this present time. | think you wdl persevere. But know
you that many do set out atfien, distrusting the brightness because it
dazzles their unaccustomed eyes, turn
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back to paths more dim where their sight is less distrained. And Emkve
upon them athey go, and sigh, and turn to seek another, if perchance he
should prove strong to bear more of our brighttieas the one for whose
return hither in our ways we must await, tile due time shall come to us
and him.

God keep your feet that they do not slip, and your eyes that thegt be
dimmed, and, although in words of earth you will notdide to write
down what you may know, yeb much of it will we endeavour that you
write that others may be led so to disat they may have, so to seek that
they shall find,and (if they be very courageousNthese two cities being
taken) so to dare as to knock, and so to knocktttzt Gate be opened
and the brightness and glory within revealed. #

Monday, November 10, 1913.

As | stand on the plara earth, above and beyond lie the spheres, into
someof which | have penetrated, and of the Tenth of which | am a
member. Thesspheres are not so much what would correspond to
localities on earth, butther estates of life and power, according to the
development of the individual. You haakeady received some instruction
as to thamultiplicity of these spheres of power, and | do not purpose to
pursue my own on those lines. | woulather lift your mind into the
realms of light andctivity by another channel, and this | now proceed to
do.

All that is good is potent to accompliifings in two directions. By the
power within, a good man, be,
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he incarnate or discarnate, can and does botbdifthat which is below
him, and also draw down thatich is above; not alone as by prayer, but
also, of his own right, by power.

Now, this is by reason of his attunement to the Divine Will;dprso
much as he is able to correspond with his Divine environrbgrgap much
is he ableto work through that environment; that is, to energize and to
accomplish things. Things he may so accomplish are manifold even to
one who has risen only into a small number of spheres, andthiegs,
when projected through the Veil into your eatife, are accounted
wonderful.

For instance. There are here such as have charge efetnents which
condition the eartland those things which grow upon the earth. Let us
take one example which will serve to illustrate dieers: Those who have
charge of vegetation.

These are under one Migh®rince; and are divided and subdivided into
departments, all in perfect order. Under these again are othévsvexrf
estate who carry out thework under direction, and in conformity to
certain unalterable laws laid dovim the higher spheres. These are what
you know as elemental spirits, and are multiple in number and in form.

The laws of which | speak are very complex the further we prdceed
the sphere of theworigin; but if we could trace them up-stream and arrive
at their origin we shouléind, I think, that they were few and simple, and
at last, in the source and spring of
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their origin, unity. Of this I, who have been only a little wagn but
reason on what | have observedmyg upward progress; and this would
lead me tdvazard that the one law, or principle, from which all the lesser
laws and principles are radiated might best be describ#dtebyord Love.
For, understood as wenderstand things, Love and Unity are not much
diverse, if notactually identical. We have discovered this much at least,
that everything which divides in all the regions and estatésisrour own
level, and in those spheres below us dowth® earth sphere, is in one
way or another an abnegation of Love in its most intears#® truest
meaning.

UNITY IN DIVERSITY.

But this is a most difficult problem to discuss with you here rao;
for it would be very difficult to explain to you how all the diversyyu
see around you is due, as it seemsgoto this same disintegrating action,
and yet is all savonderfully wise and so beautiful. Still, if you substitute
for the word negation the ided Unity less one part, and then Unity less
two parts, and so on, you may perchance get some glimmer of what
philosophy is held among us dhis subject of Unity radiating into
diversity of operativeness.

Although the activity of these lower ordessall regulated by law, yet a
great amount of freedom is found within lisunds. And this is to us a
matter of much charm because, as you will agree, there is much
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beauty in diversity, anth the ingenuity displayed by those who energize
among plant life.

Some of these laws which goveahe elementals and those above them |
am unable to understand y&ome | do understand but am unable to
transmit to you. But a few | may tell you, and you will, in yawn
proper time, learn more as you progress in these heavenly mansions.

It would seem, then, thaine rule they must observe in their work is
that, having planned out any scheme of development féamily of
plants, that scheme must be pursued, in its main elementsssentials,
to its naturalconsummation. All their armies of subordinates are kept
within the limits of that unalterable law of evolutidh.an oak family is
planned, then an oak family thaust remain. It may evolve into
subdivisions, but thesmust be subdivisions of the oak. It must not be
allowed tobranch off into the fern family, or seaweed. These also will be
developed along their own line.

Another law is that no department of spiritual workers shall betable
negative the operations of another. Thegy not, and often do not, work
in conformity; but their operations must be along linesnofification,
rather than absolute negation, which would mean destruction.

Thus we find that if the seed tfo plants of the same family be mixed
the result willbe a mule plant, or a blend, or a modification. But the seed
of one family being mixed with that of another family is

[49]



THE LIFE BEYOND THE VEIL
without effect. And in neither case is the effect annihilation.

A parasitemay entwine itself around a tree. But then ensues a fight. In
the end the tree is usually worsted and pays the penalty of defeatisBut it
not suddenly laid low. The fight proceeds, and indeed sometimes the tree
wins. But it is recognized here that those wheented and carried out the
parasitic idea have in the main won the battle of forces.

Thus the war goes on, and when yiew it from this side you will see
how very interesting it all is.

And now I must tell you something which | have hinted already, and
which you may find difficult of acceptance. All these main princigesn
when diverse in action, are planned in spheres higher thawmyy high
and powerful Princes who hold their commisse®sture under others
higher still, who hold theirs from others above them.

| use the word "diverse" in preference'amtagonistic,” for among those
High Ones antagonism doast find a place, but diversity of quality in
wisdom does, and is the causetlteg wonderful diversity in nature as it
works out in its procession from those Hightgavens outward through
the lower spheres into that of matter which is visible to gouearth.
Where antagonism enters is in those sphefrese the radiating wisdom
has become more attenuated by reason of its journey outwardery
direction through spheres of innumerable myriaidseewilled beings, and
diluted and refracted in its passage.

And yet, when you consider the stars of different
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size anccomplement, and the waters of the sea, naturally still but by the
motion of the earth and the gravitation of bodiesdistance is allowed to
have no rest; and thethe more rarefied atmosphere which, also
responding tahe pulls and pushes of the forces which impinge upon the
earth, whips into motion the heavier liquid; aiddthe diversity of form

and colour of grass and plant and teeel flower and insect life and life
more evolved, the birdand animals, and of the continuous movement
among them all; and the way in which they are permitted one taupmy
another, and yet not to annihilate wholly, but every species musts

race before it pass awayNall this and more; then will yoa, my ward

and friend, confess that Gasl indeed most wonderful in the manner of
His working, and that the wonder justifies mhsly the measures He has
permitted His higheservants to adopt and use, and the manner also of
their using?

In His Holy Name | bless you, friendNand that is peace. #
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CHAPTER I
MEN AND ANGELS

Degrees of light in the spheresNGeometrical astronomyNThe orbtiuhan liféN
Angel visitants to earthNThe wrestlingf JacobNThe power of a nameNCourage in
thinkingNThe Divinity of the ChristNLove and its oppositeN"Now we see through a
glass darkly"NzZabdiel's Heavenly Home.

Wednesday, November 12, 1913.

IF it were possible, friendhat we should be so united as to be enabled
to, look out on things from one point of view and vantigese matters in
hand would be so much the easier to explain. Butg@uhence from one
side the Veil which hangs between thirggl the region of their causation,
and | from the other side. So that our outlookamally in opposition,
and when | would mak#hnings appear simple to you | must perforce turn
me about and look thether way and, so far as | am able, with your eyes
rather than my own.

This doing so far as in me: lies, therefore, | call jmgaze with me into
theupward reaches of creation, inversely to their natural course and flow
from the High Ones outward towards the spheres where whedtesial
begins to assume and claim a place.

As we go we find that what things we have known as belongimgito
environment irthe lower spheres begin to assume other aspects: they are
transformed to
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the vision, andransubstantiated to the sense of inward perception, and
yet are related to those things which obtain in the sphere of matter, or
those next above as the sun is related to the twilight of earth.

DEGREES OF LIGHT IN THE SPHERES.

Taking first this same matter of light. Ligistknown on earth by reason
of its contrast with darkness, which is merely a state of abse#naght,
and intrinsically of no content or value. So that when we spedarkhess
we meara lack of certain vibrations which enable the retina of the eye to
register the presence of external things.

Now in the regions of spiritual darkness on thige of the Veil a like
condition of affairs also obtains. For those who are in darkaresghose
whose sense of sight lacks the vibrations from without which eotiges
to haveknowledge of those things which to them are external but present
withal. Their states a state of inability to receive these vibrations. When
their spiritual faculties do undergo change then they are abéetonore or
less clearly.

But also these vibrations whidonvey the knowledge of things to their
senseof sight are, in those regions, of a more gross quality than in the
regions of spiritual health. So that even ttimse good spirits who
penetrate into those regions, and whose sehsght is more perfect, yet
the darkness is quigpparent, and the light by which they see is dim. So
that, as you will understand, there is response between the spirit and the
spirit's environment, and that response
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is soaccurate and perpetual and sustained as to constitute a permanent
state of life.

As we go higher in the spheres this responsive action betwespitite
and their environment is also maintained and that wiwehmay call the
external light becomes more and more perfect and intbaseigher we go.
So it is that those who dwell in, as we will say, the Fourth Sphayenot
penetrate intathe fifth, to remain there, until they have become so
developed as to sustain with ease the degree of intesfsiight there
obtaining. Havingttained to that Fifth Sphere they soon become used to
its light. And if they return to the Fourth, as they do friame to time,
that Fourth Spherseems dimmer to them, while still they are able to see
with comparative ease. But if they should descend straight tSet@nd
or First Sphere, thewould only with difficulty be able to use those
denser vibrations of light and, in order to do so, alpéged to train
themselves to see that same sphere which once was but their normal
abode.

When we come down to your earth spheresse by reason of the
spiritual light which men have imemselves. And those who are of higher
spiritual grade than others we see so much the more clearly.

Were it not for faculties wpossess other than that of sight, we should,
as Isuppose, have difficulty in finding our way about, and to those to
whom we wish to come. But we have thedker faculties, and by their
use are able to do our work in ministering to you.
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You will now be able to understand that there is a ditié@ral truth in
the words, "Whalwells in light which no man can approach.” For few in
the earth life ara@ble to rise many spheres beyond; and the light which
streams from above is blinding even to those who are much progressed.

Now think what of beauty this evermauerfect light implies. You have
colours on earth whido mortal eyes are entrancing. Just over the border
on this side are colours whieine much more beautiful and more varied.
What then must be the beauty in this one thing alone as we adrtnce
the greater lightEven what | myself have seen, who have only come this
little way, is more than | can even hint at in ttlaaguage in which | am
trying to speak to you now, and which to-day is as a foriggue to me,
who am alsdimited to the use of what store of words you yourself
possess.

But those who love beauty will fingl never-failing supply to their great
joy and, adight and holiness go hand in hand, so, as they progress in the
one, will they in the larger enjoyment of the other. This is the Beafuty
Holiness, and iis past all imagination of mortal men. But it is worthy of
meditation, and if you will keep it in mind then what things @autiful
on earth will speak to you more really of the greater beauties of the
Heavenly Realms where the joy of life is all one dasire. Which one day
shall be yours, good friend, if you keep in the right and onward way. #
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Saturday, November 15, 1913.
GEOMETRICAL ASTRONOMY.

And now, my friend and ward, | would that | migihable you to see
one other matter from this standpoint where | stamnd, that is the real
relation of spirit powerand energy to the phenomena of development
among the heavenly bodies as nwnscience have observed them and
tabulated thenmand, reckoning up their joint message, have made their
deductions, and from these have, with some penetratinoh wisdom,
formulated the laws according to which these things come about.

The term "heavenly bodies” has a duagnificance and will be
interpreted according to the measure and quality of the individimal. To
some these orbs are creatures of the heavens material, atfeets they
are none else but manifestatiamsl results of the energizing of spirit life.
The modeof operation of this spirit life, also, is not understood by all
alike; and bysome the term is used most vaguely. To say that God made
all things is to say &ig thing in few words. But the significance of the
truth herein embodied sbmewhat tremendous; and for all but those who
are able to rise into clearer light than that whidvers about the dim
places of the earth plane, it would be nearer the truth to say that hexein is
truth not so much embodied as entombed.ddhe simplest wisdom are
made the greate#iings; and out of the most elementary of geometrical
figures arise the most wonderful combinations of perpetual movement.
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For it is only the purest amsimplest things that are competent to be
used most freely and without entanglemémid this state of affairs alone
gives warrant operpetuity, whether on earth, or in the vast reaches of
space through which gthese worlds and systems, eternally because
perfectly ordered in their course.

Now, it is not too much to say that the appointed paths of all these
bodies of the heavenly systems are shaped of two principlesofthia
right line, and thadf the curve. It is even more true and exact to say that
their orbits may be said to be shaped out of one form anly,that the
right line itself. All go onward impelled in a right astraight course and
yet not one that is known to us but travels iouave. Astronomers will
explain why this is, but | will note one instance by way of example here.

The earth, we will suppose, $&t forth on its journey. It travels in a
straight line from one point. That is its potential movement.ddettly it
leaves that point it begins to fall towards the sun, and weafted a while
that it is moving in an ellipse. Thererie straight line here, but a series of
curves worked together in one figure, which is the orbit of the earth.

And yet the pull of the sun was not in the fashion of a curveinbat
right line, direct. It was the combinatiasf these two straight lines of
energyNthe impetus of the earth atide gravitation of the sunNwhich,
being perpetually exerted, bent the orbit of the earth from a stiaighdn
elliptical shape, and one in whiahany elements of curve entered to build
it up
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complete. | leave out other influences which modify ¢imis again in order
to concentrate your mind on this one great principleutl it in formula,
thus: Two straight lines of energy operatiog one another produce a
closed curve.

Both, you will note, are quite orderly in theivorking; and both are
beautiful and of wonderful power. For, that any body of matter moak at
should seem Wonderful, and is so in truth. Yet each modifyin@ttner,
and the greater dominating the lesser witraeypriving it of its essential
power and freedom @hovement, these by their joint actionNexerted and
directed apparently in oppositionNproduce a figure of grebtsuty than
the two straight lines, which are as the parents to the child.

Now, you would not, | take it, say because these forces aretcden
exerted against one another that this is a bad schethplan whose origin
is of evil. For you see these two bodies still continuing their journey
through space year after year, amhtury after century, and you come to
think it rather a matter for awe and reverence than for conturitely.
displays aWisdom which is beautiful in its working and mighty in
operation; and you praise God Whose mind conceived all thislefanust
be very wise and very great indeed. And you do well.

THE ORBIT OF HUMAN LIFE.

Yet when other His works you contemplate, but understand rioérso
well as this, sometimes you men
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are too ready to doubt Him and His wagfsworking. You see a like
opposition of forces in human life, and you say His daimere imperfect.
You think He might have made a better waggd many doubt His wisdom
and His love because, seeing Auninute section of the curve of the great
orbit of existence, they cannot but conclude that all is falling, faliing
destruction; or ateast that a straight and right line would be the better
course, and not these combinations wigigtve the impetus of human life
from its direct onward way of evolutionwithout disaster and without
pain.

My dear friend and ward, these things might be otherwise than as they
are, but they wouldot be near so lovely in their completed orbit then as
they will be in the path on which He Wioade all and sees the end of
things sent them forth. These forces which in opposproduce straining
and travail and pain are as thedach make the orbit of the earth what it
is; and He Who sees the perfect form has gesall to work thus, and in
patience looks on towards the consummation of this His perfect scheme.

We here do see not all nor much of the road ahead; yet more thareyou
see,and so much as enables us to content ourselves and press onward,
helping others on thead, content and trusting that all will be well ahead
however far we go. For now we do not seek with much labour to rexkon
the course we ateavelling wrapped round with earth mist which hinders
us to see, but we view the way from the clear sunlight atmosphénese
heavenly realms; and |
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tell you the orbitof human life, as it works out towards completion, is
beautiful too:so beautiful and so lovely withal that we are full often
brought to arrest in wondering aweHis Majesty of Love and blended
Wisdom, to Whom we bowm lowly adoration not to be expressed in any
words of mine, but only in the, yearning of my heart.

Amen, and my blessing upon you, friend. Look up bedfearless for,
believe me, all is fair ahead and all is well. #

Monday, November 17, 1913.

"What thou seest write in a book." These words were spbigean
Angel to John ilPatmos, and he carried out the command as he was able.
He wrote his account and handedoithis brethren; and from a time till
now merhave striven to wrest from that account its meaning. They have
tried one method and another, @otfess themselves perplexed. Yet their
perplexity is of their own making, friend, fdrad they read as little
children read they wouldave been able to turn the door with the right
key, andto enter into the Kingdom to see what beauties there await such
as are able to take a simple man's simple words simply, and believe.

But men have loved perplexigver, and seek in it to find profundity
and depth of wisdom. And they fail, for, looking on the surfac¢hef
glass, they are dazzled and blinded at the reflected light, wieghshould
have looked through and beyond at the glories there revealed.
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So do men add perplexity to perplexity and calkmowledge. But
knowledge is in no wise perplexing, but the lack a§. So when | seek to
explain aught to you, and through you to others, do yodouk,so much
on thesurface of things, at the precise method by which this comes to
pass; and do not start in dowditwords and phrases familiar to you as
your own, for these are my material by which | build my house; and
only such as | find stored in your mind can | use.

Moreover, all these years past you have been watchegrapdred,
partly to this very end, that we should use you thus, anduate we
lack, for further contact witlyour material sphere, there you yourself
should come to our aid. We can show you thingsNyoust write them
down. Thus what thou seastite in a book, and send it forth to be dealt
with by men, each according to theasure of his own capacity, and each
as his faculties are quickened to the percemifospiritual things. Let that
suffice, then. Come with us and we will tell you what we are able.

You say "we." Are there others besides?
ANGEL VISITANTS TO EARTH.

We work all together, friend. Some anere present with me bodily,
others still in their several spheres are ablsetad forth their help from
those realms without their leaving them. Allsere is a certain help which
only may be given thus, For you will
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know that, as the diver at the bottom of the sea must be tendeaimbth
those above continually for his support, so it is likewise helpful thdteve
ministered to the whileve also minister. By this we are enabled the more
clearly to speak to your mind of thegher verities while we stand on this
dim andgrosser lower plane as on the bed of the ocean where our natural
air is scanty and our liglkdoms far above. Think of it and us in this wise
and you will be able to understand a part of our task.

Some there are who ask why angidsnot come in plenty nowadays as
in the olden times. Herare many errors in few words, and two -pre
eminent. For first, angels diigh estate did never come in plenty to the
earth planebut one here and another there amid the ages; and those were
accounted worthy of Borward place in the annals of great events. Angels
do not in this wise come to eardind visibly appear, except it be on some
very rare and special commission. This were an extensionroflifficult
task: first must the diver get to the dark and vaegp waters, and then
musthe so condition himself that he become visible to those nearly blind
creatures whose habitat is on the ocean floor.

No; we work for men, and are present with them, but in otlags than
this, according toule and varying method as each task requires. And that
is the second erromade; for we are present and do come to earth
continually. But in that word "come” more lies hidden than | meagal.

For even those on this sidie, the spheres between us and you, do not
understand
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yet our powers and the ways of thesing, but only in part as they learn
in the coursef their progress. And so let it rest thus. And now | will
explain to you another matter of interest.

THE WRESTLING OF JACOB.

The audience which Jacob hafdthe Angel at Jabbok when he wrestled
with him and prevailed: What, think you, was thaestling; and what the
reason of the withholding of the Angel's name?

| think that the wrestling was a bodily wrestling; and tdacob was
allowed to prevailin order to show him that his wrestling with his own
nature duringhis residence in Padan Aram had not been in vainNthat he
had prevailed. | think thé&ngel withheld his name because it was not
lawful to give it to a man still in the flesh.

Well, the first answer is better than the secamdich, my charge, is not
saying avery great deal. For, see you, if he did not give it because it was
not lawful to give, why Was it not lawful?

Now, the wrestling was real aadtual, but not form to form as men do
usually wrestle. The Angel might not be touchedmafrtal hands with
impunity. He hadmanifested in visible form, and that form was even
tangible, but not rudelyo be treated. For the power of that Angel was
suchthat the mere touching of the thigh of Jacob produced dislocation.
What, then, had Jacob taken that form within his arms?
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But the Angel was held there by the will of Jacob:betause Jacob's was
the stronger will, but because of the Angel's condescemasidncourtesy.
While Jacob wished he stayed, but courteously askdae permitted to
go. Do you wonder at this great indulgence? Thohkhe Christ of God
and Hishumiliation among men and you will wonder no longer. Courtesy
is one of the outward manifestations of love, and may not be disregarded
that long course of training which makes us what we are and do become.

So was the Angel held because he gave that muchldgob is not so
winning. In him his newly realized strengthwill and character overbears
his finer sentiments for theme, and demands a blessing. This he obtains,
but not the Angel's name.

THE POWER OF A NAME.

It were not quite accurate to say it was not lawful thathould be
given. Sometimes the names green. But in this case not; and for this
reason: There is much power in the useaohame. Know this, and
remember it; for much disaster continualysues by reason of the misuse
of holy namesdisaster wondered at and often felt to be unmerited. Jacob
for his own sake was denied that name. He had shownilhigyness to
demand a blessing, but must not be given to be enabled to déomand
much. He had come into contact very nearly with great poavet, must
be restrained in the drawing on that power, offigie he had still to fight
would not be then his own.
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Now, | see in your mind a question as to possibility of demanding
unwisely from us and thusbtaining. Things are so ordered that not alone
is thispossible but continually is it done. Strange as it may seem to you,
helpis often demanded from these spheres in such a way that it must be
given, and yet it were, time and again, better thaasiker's own resources
should havéeen employed, and he thereby have risen to greater strength
thanby this the other way. If a name be called with vehemence by those
on earth the owner of that name cannot buhbgfied of it. He attends
and acts as possible and best.

| cannot but think that Jacob made a better advance in his contest with
Esau, anavith his sons and with the famine, and with the many trials he
hadto meet, by bringing to bear on them his own strength of personality
than had he been able continually to call to hishegédAngel-guide to do
what he could do himself. This help wouldditen refused and he, unable
to understand, would probably have been hindaredhis faith and
perplexedSometimes the help would have been given, and in so patent a
way as torequire little aspiration to understand, and so, little
advancement.

But | will not pursue this to greater length. My object in citlagob's
case was to show you thaiu are not farther from us, nor we from you,
because you do not see us nor hear our voices. We speak amehyphut
more deeply in yourself than with tleeitward ear. You do see, but the
vision is more inward than that of the outward faculty of sight. And so do
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you be contentfor we are so, and will continue to use you, so you
continue in quietness of spidnd in prayer to the Highest through His
Son, Whose ministers we are, and in Whose NAME: we come.

Tuesday, November 18, 1913.

When all things visible were created one thing was teft quite
complete because the last and greatest of all, and that was man. ld& was
to develop and, being given to possess great power, he was ghewn
onward way that he should tread, and left to tread it. Bualooe. For all
the hierarchy of the heavenly realms were his beholders thaseehe
would do with those gifts which had been given him.

I do not speak at this time of evolution expresslyuaderstood by
scientists, nor of fall and uprising again,tasght by those who profess
theological knowledge, but rather of the broaafgpect, as we contemplate
man's aspirationand what has come of them. And looking forward, also,
it is permitted us to weigh his futurand to see a little way ahead into
those long reaches and realms of wide expanse which lie before us all.

COURAGE IN THINKING.

Nor in doing this am | abléo constrain myself within the limits of
doctrinal theologys understood by you. For it is indeed constrained and
straitened so greatly that one who has lived so long in wider room
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wouldfear to stretch himself lest he foul his elbows against the confining
walls of that narrow channel; and hesitates to gmatpace ahead, fain as
he is to travel, lest worse than this be his lot.

No, my friend, shocking and startliag it be to those whose orthodoxy
is as the breath of their body to themmpre saddening is it to us to see
them so much afraid to use what freedom of anitl reason they have lest
they go astray, mistaking rigid obedience to code and tableyaity to
Him Whose Truth is free.

Think you for amoment. What manner of Master-Friend is He to them
who tremble so at His displeasure? Is it that He is waitingveatdhing,
with sinister smile, to catch them in His net who darthitak and think in
errorsincerely? Or is this He Who said, "Because you are lukewarm, and
neither cold nohot, | will reject you"? Move and live and use what
powers are given prayerfully ameverently and then, if you do chance to
err, itwill not be of obduracy and wilfulness but of good intent. Shoot
with strong arm and feet welhd firmly set, and if you miss the mark by
once or by twice, your feet shall still be firm and thard "Well done!"
for you shot amiss, yet in His good service, and as you a@eeto do, so
you did. Be not afraid. It is not those wkimike and shoot and sometimes
miss the markvhom He rejects, but the craven who fear to fight for Him
atall. This | say boldly for | know it is true, having seen the outcome of
both manner of lives when those who have lived them issue forth amsong
here, and seek their
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proper place and the gate by which they may pass onward this way.

And now, my ward and fellow-servant in the Army of thard, listen
well awhile, for | have that to sayhich may be not very familiar to your
way of thinking, and | would that you record it aright.

THE DIVINITY OF THE CHRIST.

Many thereare among you who do not find it in them to accept the
Christ as God. Now, there is much light talk of this matter on both sfdes
the Veil. For not with you oerarth alone but also here we have to seek in
order to know, and miracles of revelation are not thrust upomouss our
own freedom of reasoning constrainedamy higher power than our own.
Guided we are, as you are, too, but not forced to believe tthebm any
of the manyways in which this might be done. So there are here, also,
many who say that Christ is not God, and so sayimi they have made
an end of the matter.

It is not my presenpurpose to prove to you the contrary and positive
truth, nor even to state that truth affirmativdlyis rather that | would
endeavouto show you and them what manner of question this is, and
how it is notconducive to an understanding of it, by even the little we
may, to speak in terms without first defining them.

First, then, what is meant by God? Do they mean a locgheesbnality
when they thinkof the Father Na person such as a man is? If so it is
obvious that
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the Christ is not Hepr this would create a double person, or two
personalities in one in such a way that distinctioneath would be
impossible. It is nothat way the Oneness of which He spoke is to be
sought. Two equal Persons united is an unthinkabfelition, and one
which reason rejects at once.

Oris it meant that He is the Father in manifestation as Man? So, then,
are you and so am | His servants. For the Father is in all of us.

Or is it that in Him was the fullness the Father, undivided? So in you
and in me also dwells the Father, for Him it is not possible to divide.

Yet if it be said that the Whole of the Father dwells in Him buimais,
| say that is an opinion and no more, and alsallogical one; for if the
Father as a Whole dwells in the Chriken either the Christ is the Father
without distinction, and none else, or the Whole Father dweihinthe
Christ must cease to dwell in Himself of necessity. This also is not reason.

So it is first necessary that we understand that the Fatlibe Name
we give to the highest aspect of God we are able to thidkndf.even this
we do not understand, for it feankly confessed that He is beyond our
understanding.

| cannot define Him to you, for | have not seen Him Whall less than
Himself is not visible entirely. What | have seemiManifestation of Him
in Presence Form, and that is the highest | have attained hereto.

Then the Christ in His Unity with the Father must
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be also above us as to our understanding, as Hleove us in Himself. He
tells us so much ase are able to think of, but not to understand very
much. He manifested the Father, and such qualities dfithe Supreme

as were capabtd# manifestation in the body to us. Little more we know,
but grow in knowledge as we grow in humility and reverential love.

As He is One with the Father, so we are One with Him. And we duwell
the Father by our dwelling in Him Who is thiending of what we call the
Human and the Divine. The Fathergreater than He, as He Himself once
said. By how much greater He dmbt say, and we could not have
understood had He told us.

It may be said by thoseho read this that | have cut away the
scaffolding and left no building within. Mgurpose, friend, | stated at the
first. It was not now to rear a building, but rather to point outtti@ffirst
thing to build is a sure foundation; and that any structure raisexhe not
sure mustnow or later, fall, and much labour be in vain. And this indeed
have men been doing more than they realize; and that issawmguch is
misty when it might be plaito view. Not all, of course, but enough to
make the road much brighter than it is.

| speak not so much to instruct, in tipiesent message, but rather to
give men pause. Foatiocination may be fascinating to certain minds, but
is not meat for the soldier. It flatters with its perfect logic and well
balanced argument, but is not durable to withstand the weaeandf the
wide elements of the
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spheres. It is not always so wise to affirm, as to say, "I dokmoi
thisNyet." Pride often blinds one to the beauty of a humble mind;itaisd

not truethat he who answers a deep problem off-hand is a fountain of
wisdom; for assurance is sometimes nearly akin to arrogancerragence

iS nowise true or lovely.

You and I, my friend andvard, are One in Him Whose Life is our
assurance dfife continued. In Him we meet and bless each other, as |
bless you now, and thank you for your kindly thoughts towards me. #

Wednesday, November 19, 1913.
LOVE AND ITS OPPOSITE.

And so, dear friend and ward, my words to you are suchaasy will
not receive; yet know this, that many shall come from east andawdst
sit down at the Feast of the Christ who without knowing ldanto His
Natural Divinity, yet love Him foHis human kindness and love; for that,
at least, thewll can understand. And none can comprehend the other His
aspect in the fullness of its meaning. And so let us thinktleér things,
and first the relation men incarnasbould foster towards Him if they
would progress in the way He showed them.

Foremost must they love. Thatthe first commandment of all, and the
greatestAnd hard have men found it to keep. They all agree that to love
one another is good; and when they comiaoslate the sentiment into
action, how sadly do they fail. And yet, without love thing in all the
universe would
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stand, but fall into decay and dissolution. Itthe love of God which
energizes through all that is; and e&n see that love, if we look for it,
everywhere. The bestay to understand many things is to contrast them
with their opposites. The opposite of loige dissolution; because that
comes of refrainingrom the exertion to love. Hatred is also of the
opposite, and yet not the essentat; because hatred of one person is
often a mistaken method of expressing love to another.

And what is said of persons aso true of doctrines and aims. Many
express their devotion to one cause by thatred of another. It is foolish
and faulty, but not altogether of evivhen a man hates another man,
however, he is likely to cease to love more and nooitd it becomes an
effort to love anything at all.

This is one of those things which make for difficulty in thie of the
spheres. For not until a man has learned to love all without hating laay is
able to progress in this land where laweans light, and those who do not
love move in dim places where they lose their way, and often besome
dull in mind and heart that their perceptiminthe truth is as vague as that
of outward things.

There are, on the other part, mansions here which sparkldighthn
every stone, and send forth radiance over the country raurad great
distance by reason of the high purity in love of those who dwell in them.

Will you describe such a, residence as this,
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and those who live in it? It would help more tithis general description, |
think.

It is not easy, ayou will know one day. And if | accede to your
request, you will understand the result will not be true to fla@gmuch as
it will be inadequate. Nevertheless, | wilb as you desire. What residence
particularly would you wish me to describe?

Tell me of your own, please.

In the Tenth Sphere are conditions which do not obtain in thfossver
degree, least of all in your own sphere of earth.

"NOW WE SEE THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY."

If it were possible that | should take you nawio that sphere you
would not see anything at all, because your condition is not yettitteed
What you would see would be a mist light, more or less intense
according to what regioof that sphere you were in. In the lower spheres
you would see more, but not all, and what you were aldedoyou would
not understand in every part.

Suppose you take a fish out of the water and put hingiobe and take
him through a town, how, muckhink you, would he firstly see, and
secondly understand? | think euld see some few inches beyond the
circumference of hisabitatNthe water, which is his natural environment.
Put your face wherbe can see you, and then your hand instead. What
would he know of these things?
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So would you be in these spheres; and dayilytraining would you be
able to energize and use your faculties therein with easerafitt Now
further, how would you, in the language of fl#hes, describe to them the
Abbey of Westminster, or even yoawn village church? If that fish were
to make known to/ou how unreasonable you were when you told him
you were hindered by his own limitations; or if he told yioat he did not
believe theravas such a place as the church or Abbey, which you named
but could not describ&o him, how would you convince him that the
unreason was of his own, and not of your, making?

ZABDIEL'S HEAVENLY HOME.

Still, since you wistit, | will tell you what | can of my own house and
home; and you will probably think | mightive done better when | finish,
and best of all had | refrained altogether.

The country invhich we builded our house touches many spheres, and
among them those whose natures radiate many caooeosding to their
virtues, and which coincide most nearly with thosethe people with
whom | dwell. These colours are mostly other than those you kmatw,
all those you know are here, andaimost infinite combination and hue.
According to the occupation in which we anentally engaged at any time
the blend of colours varies, and the atmosphere takes on that tint.

Then the house also vibrates and responds to the thoagiits
aspirations, whether of prayer sent onwards,
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or help willed backward throughe spheres behind us, in which direction
lies the earth plane.

Music also proceeds from uspt necessarily by mouth, but more often
directly from the heart; and this is taken up also in response by the
buildings around us, which are part of our energizing; and also thetrdes
flowers andall plant life is affected and responds. Thus colour and music
are not merely inanimate here, lnatught with our life, and vibrate to our
will.

The house is four-squarand yet the walls are not four alone, nor at
angles each to the others. They, too, are blended, and the outenemd
atmosphere mingles througfiem. These walls are not for our protection,
but for other uses, and one is to concentric our vibratioriscts them in
their transmission to distant regiowkere our help is needed and desired.
Thus we reach the earth also and sense goings there, and send you
words of instruction, or help in other forms, answer to the prayers
which come to us for us to deal with.

Here also descend those of higher spheres and, by maaes®fouses
and other influences preparedecome tangible to us that we may
commune with them on matters which perplex us.

Fromthis house also we send such strength to those who from time to
time are commissioned to us from the lower spheres as enablesdhem,
the period of their sojourn among, to endure the conditions of this
sphere with no great discomfort; and also to converse
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with and to see and hear us, which otherwise they might not do.

As to the aspect of thihouse from without, | will give you the
description of one of those of a lower sphere which is nearer yourHawvn.
told me that when he came in sigliitit he was reminded of the words, "a
city which is set on a hill whoskght cannot be hid." He was a long
distance away, but paused and descended to the ground {forelse
came so far by aerial travel). He shaded his eyeggadially was able to
look again at the mansion on the hill, far away, in its brightness.

He said he saw the great towers; but they shor®igbtly with their
blue light that he could not tell where they actually ended, becaubghthe
shot upinto the heavens above and seemed to continue them there
indefinitely. Then the domesNsome were @t some gold, and the light
from these wadikewise too dazzling to see where they ended, or what
was theirsize. The gates and walls likewise shone silver and blue and red
and violet, and blazed with dazzlitight which bathed the hill below, and
the foliage of the trees around, and he wondered how he wouldagiter
not be consumed.

But we saw him, andent messengers to deal with that his difficulty;
and when at last he turned to bless usdepart, his mission being ended,
he said to us, "A thought strikes upon me at this time of parihg.
fellow-workers will ask me what manner of place is that to whibave
been; and how shall | tell them of thigory when once again | am
altogether of my
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own sphere, and resume its more straitepeders?" And we replied,
"Son, you will never quitdbe as you were, hereafter. For in you will
remain somewhat of this sphere's ligihid perception. But what you in
your heart are able to remember will be of larger measureythanan give

to them. For they would not understahgiou could tell them; and to tell
them you would perforce have to use the language whichirrent here.
Therefore tell them to bend their wills to further development, andlaye
they shall come and see for themselvésit you have seen but are unable
to relate.”

And so he went away in great joy upliftethis be your own also,
friend, and the words we gave him now | give to you. #
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CHAPTER 11l
THE EARTHLY AND THE HEAVENLY

Recurring sciencelSITaIes of faerie and ma~gicNThe passihmate[ialismNThe inter
relation of spheresNPurified by sufferingN Origin of speciesNMan's place tle
universe.

Friday, November 21, 1913.

NOT every onavho runs reads aright, for they who run are sometimes
of too impatient a mind in regard to those things whichhateof apparent
importance, and only the apparenbf importance to such as these. And
SO it comes to pass that much that is written very plainhoisvord to
them, and its message of significance is left unheeded.

This is so in thevarious signs which are written in what men term
nature; that isthe surface phenomena of spirit power energizing in and
through matter. Thus it is also in the movemanpeoples and nations, as
they workout their destiny according to their own proper and peculiar
characters.

And thus it isjn perhaps a less degree, in the discoveries of science, as
popularly understood. Let us for a short witiasider this last and see if
there is any message to those who would search more dbeaplymost,
who have time to run only and not to read.
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RECURRING SCIENCE.

Science, as history, repeats itself, but never in edapticate. Broad
principles govern, from time to time, the search for knowledge,aned
succeeded by others in their turn which, having served, thenfallso
behind into a secondary plaite order that other principles may receive
the more concentrated and undivided attention of the race. Buttifrean
to time, as the ages go by, these principles return againNnot isathe
order of sequenceNto receive the attentionaohew race. And so the
march of human progress goes on.

Items of discovery also are lost and found anew, often in tthartheir
original guise, and with some strange features addet pther old features
lacking.

In order to make what is here set down more plaml| icome to details
by way of example.

There was a time when science did not mean what it means tecomen
day: when there waa soul in science, and the outer manifestation in
matter wasof secondary interest. Thus it was with alchemy, astrology,
and even engineering. It was known in those daystbavorld was ruled
from many spheres, anahinistered to by countless hosts of servants,
acting freely of their own will buithin certain strait limits laid down by
those of greater power and higher authority. And nmerthose days
studied to find out the different grades and degrees of thpsgual
workers, and the manner of their service in the different
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departments of naturand of human life, and the amount of power
exercised by each several class.

And they found out aonsiderable number of facts, and classified them.
But inasmuch as these fadisys and regulations and conditions were not
of the earth sphere but of the spiritual, they were fagxpsess them in a
language apart from that of common use.

When another generation grew up wheeergies, were directed in other
ways, these, not considering well what manoér knowledge was
contained in the lore of their ancestors, saidahguage was allegorical, or
symbolic; and thusloing they also made the facts themselves assume a
shadowy form, until at last there was little of reality left.

TALES OF FAERIE AND MAGIC.

Thus it happened withegard to the study of the spiritual powers of
varying degree and race, and this issued in the fairy talesrope and the
magic stories of the East. These aeally the surviving lineal and
legitimate descendants tifie science of the past, added to, subtracted
from, anddistorted in many ways. And yet if you study to read these
tales in the light ovhat | have said, you will see that, when you have
separated the essentials from the more modern embroidérang, are to
be found there embedded, like the cities of Egypt utftersands of the
ages, solid facts of science or knowledge as spiritually considered.

Would you, please, give a specific instance, by way of illustration?
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There is the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. In the first plaale,at
the name. Jack lloquial for John, and the original John was he who
wrote the Book of the Revelation. The Beanstalk is an adaptafion
Jacob'd_adder, by which the upper, or spiritual, spheres were reached.
Those spheres onegtained, are found to be real countries and regions,
with natural scenery, houses and treasures. But thesamaetimes held
by guardians not altogether in amity with the human rade,
neverthelessby boldness and skill of mind are able to wrest those
treasuremaway and return to earth with them. And also they are able, by
natural quickness of charactéw, prevent those guardians from regaining
possessionf these treasures of wisdom and depriving the human race of
the right won by the conquest of the bolder sort.

Now, this ispicturesque, and is made to assume a quaint and even
ludicrousguise by reason of its being handed down from age to age by
those who did not understand its deeper import. Had they stomeost
certainly they had not nicknametthe original as Jack. But, as his
customary attire of dress will show you, this came about iageanwhen
things holy and spiritual were had in light esteem by reasthre ahability
of men to realize the actual presence of spiribetigs among them. So,
also, they garbed a demon, and gave him spiked ears andamdaiior a
similar reasonNthat his actuality to them wasythical. The personality
they made of him was mythical indeed.

The story | have named is one of many. Punch and gyt represent
the transactions in which the two
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who stood out most reprobateere Pilate and Iscariot. And from the
manner in which thesslemn, and indeed awful, incidents are related, the
levity of the age in such matters is apparent.

Well, so it is, and has been ever. But now, to-day, the spingual
returning among men to claim a plafenot adequate to its importance, at
least of greater consideration than of these last centuries.

THE PASSING OF MATERIALISM.

Thus, in other guise outwardly, but inwardiyore akin, the broad
principle which governed thégyptian astrologers, and the wisdom which
Moses learned and used to such effect, is retutoHagy to lift men up a
little higher and to pua meaning into that dead materialism of the past
which, handling thingproduced of the energizing of life-shells, bones and
fossil stonesNdeniedhe Author of Life His place in life's grand arena. It
spoke of the orderly working of natural lawNand denied @re Source
of all order and all workingt spoke of beautyNand forgot that beauty is
not unless the spirit of man perceives it, and that spibeéé¢ause He Who
is Spirit is for ever.

We are watching, and we are guiding as we may and opporisigityen
us.If men respond to our prompting there is an age to come more full of
light and the beauty of lovend life than that just passing away. And |
think they will respond, for the new is better than the old, and benmd
us we feel the
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pressing of those of higher wisd@nd power as we look earthward. And
so we do what we are impressed is their intention and desire.

We are not given to be able to see very far ahead. Thapiscal study,
and it isnot of the duties of the band of workers to which | am attached.
But we are glad to findur endeavours in many hearts meet with ready
response, and we hope for greater opportunity, as geaby, to show
menhow near we are to them, and how great they are potentially if they
but be humble in spirit, and quiet, and strive after holimesk purity in
thought and desire, looking to Him, the Example of man ajreiatest, and
seeking to reproduce in themselves teduty of holiness they may read,
even as they run; for a glance at that One His Life should entrangéhone
has in himself to see whiaeauty is. For Him we love, and to Him we do
reverence, Whose pealge to you in all things, all your days, dear friend.
Amen. #

Monday, November 24, 1913.
THE INTER-RELATION OF THE SPHERES.

Moreover, friend, it isa good thing and a helpful to bear in mind our
presence at atimes; for we are near, and that in ways both many and
various. When ware personally near at hand we are able to impress you
with helpful thoughts and intuitions, ars® to order events that your
work may be facilitatednd your way more clear than otherwise it would
appear to you.
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When in person we are in our own spheres, we still reasns whereby
we are informed not alone of what has happened iraenehd you, but
also what isabout to happen, if the composition of circumstances pursue
its normal course.

Thus preserving contact witlyou, we maintain and ensure our
guardianship that it be continuous and unceasang, our watchfulness
that it shall in nowise fail on your behalf. For here, and throtgh
spheres between us and you, are contrivancadlop intelligence is sent
on from one sphert® those beyond and, when necessity require it, we
enjoin others to carry out some mission to you, if the occasion so
requires, we come to earth ourselves, as | have done at this time.

But further still, and in addition to this, we aable each to come into
contact with his own charge direct in certaiays, and to influence events
from our own place. Thus you will understahdt the whole economy of
the Creatorthrough its manifold spheres of light, is unified in action and
correlated. So that no part is but is influenceabyhose other parts, and
what you doon earth not only is registered in the heavens, but has effect
on our minds and thoughts, and so on our lives.

Be, therefore, of very careful mind and will; for your doingghaught
and your doings in word and your doingsat are all of great import, not
alone to those you see and touch around you, but also tcattoos®l you
unseen and untouched by you,
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but who see and touch you constantly and often. Not thlese, but
those who g@bout their business in their own spheres are so affected. It
is so in my own, | know, and homuch higher | do not hazard to say.
But, were you to ask me, | would reply that ydoings are multiplied by
transmission through the spheres of light by sevemigys seven; and that

no end is found to their journey within the kemudn or angel. For | little
doubt, if that at all, they find out at last the very Heart of God.

Beye, therefore, perfect, because your Father Who is in the Heaven of
the Heavens is perfect; and no imperfect thing can dicceptance and
approval to enter where He is in His awful Beauty.

And what, then, of those spheres whitiey who do not love good and
beautydwell? Well, we are also in touch with those, and the help sent
there is as readily sent as to geth sphere; for those realms of darkness
are butfurther removed, and not disconnected, from us. Those who are
there are learning their lesson as areiyoyour earth sphere, but theirs is
more dim tharyoursNno more than this. For still are they sons and
daughters of the Ol Father, and so our brothers and sisters too. And
these we help when they cry, as we help goyour petition. It has been
given you already to know somewhat the conditions of life there
obtaining. But what your mother wrote | may here supplement a little.*

NNN

* Referring to the messages\ol. | of The Life Beyond the VeilNThe Lowlands of
Heavenchap. iii.
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PURIFIED BY SUFFERING.

Light and darknesare states of the spirit, as you know. When those
dwelling 'in the darkness cry for light, that means thay are become out
of touch with their environmento we send them what help is needed,;
and that is usually direction by which they find their wayNrinto
regions of light, where they would be in tortuaag utterly blinded, bi
into a region less dark, and tinctudeg just so much of light as they may
bear until they outgrow that state and cry in their longing for more.

When a spirit leaves @ark region for one less dark he experiences an
immediate sense of relief and comfort by comparison with his fostaée.
For now his environment is in harmony with his owmer state of
development. But as he continues to develop in aspiraften good, he
gradually becomes out of harmony with his surroundings, and theatjan
to his progress, so his discomfort increases until it becomes not less than
agony. Then in his helplessness, and approachingamelaspair, having
come to that pass when his own endeavourgoamo further, he cries for
help tothose who are able to give it in God's Name, and they enable him
one stage onward nearer to the region where dimragbgr than darkness,
reigns. And so he at last comeghe place where light is seen to be light;
and his onward wais henceforth not through pain and anguish, but from
joy to greater joy, and hence to glory and glory greater still.

But oh, the long, long ages some do take until they
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come into thatight, ages of anguish and bitterness; and know all the time
that they may notome to their friends who wait them until their own
unfitness is done away; and that those great regibndarkness and
lovelessness must first be trod.

But do not mistake mwords of their meaning. This is no vengeance of
an angry God, my ward and frien@OD IS OUR FATHER; AND HE IS
LoVE. All this sorrow is ofnecessity, and is ordered by those laws which
govern the sowing, and the reaping of that which is sown. Even heng, in
own place, where many things both wonderful and lowelyhave learned,
yet not yet have we attained to plurabd sound this mystery to its
lowest depth. We do understand, as we were unelida in the earth life,
that it isof love that these things are ordained. | say we are able to
understand where formerly we weable but to say we trusted and
believed. Yet little more of this awful mystery do we know; amwd
content to waiuntil it is made more plain to us. For we know enough to
be able to believe that all is wise and good; as thmo#gose dark hells will
know one dayAnd this is our comfort that they will and must be drawn
onward and upward into this great dvehutiful universe of light, and that
then theywill confess, not only that what is is just, but that it is of love
and wisdom too, and be content.

Such have | known, and d¢mow, and am of their number in the service
of the Father. And it seems to me their praise and blessing of Him are
nowise lacking in love in comparison of ours who have not journeyed
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through those awful depths. Nay, friend, for | witinfess to you this one
thing else: that sometimes, \@e have paid our united worship together
prostrate before the Light of the Throne of theavens, | have felt that
thereis something in their worship lacking in mine; and have almost half
wished that | might have that in me too.

Yet this would not be right; and doubtless Bather takes, in His Love,
what is in us to give Him. Nevertheless, it is very sweet,déghg of the
Master, and rings true herghere love is seen in the beauty of its
nakedness: Because she is forgiven much, therefore she loves the more.

God keep you in His Love, my friend and waatid nought else matters
so you do respond to His sweet caress, and rest in Him. Amen. #

Tuesday, November 25, 1913

If it were but a little of faitha man should have in him he would be able
to understand what | have written by your mind and hand. Butonot
many is itgiven to see into the truth of things, and to know them as true
indeed. So has it beelown the ages, friend, and so will it be yet for ages
many. Sdar it is given to see, but yet we look forward and onward still,
and ahead we think we see a world of men moving and doiaggnmeater
light than that which is about them to-day; and in thatttay will see
and understand how near are we to theat,in books alone, but in the
daily lives they lead. Meanwhile we
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do our part,ever watchful, ever hopeful and, if our joy is sometimes
mingled witha sadness we cannot altogether put away while men and we
do not go hand in hand, as is our wish, still, againkm@v that we are
coming nearer together; and all is well.

And now to our present tasky ward; for while it is day | would that
we work together; fowhen the night descends then you will find another
Day, but not as now; and other opportunities of service, but notasuch
these. So let udo what we can while we have command of these present
conditions, and we shall do better work wivader spheres are opened to
us,Nboth to you and me.

Science, as you know it, is not coterminous with what you kifmwye
look deeperinto those fundamentals which are of spiritual origin; and
worldly science is but noweginning to admit this truth into her councils.
Thus we are already drawimggarer each to other; or rather it would be
more true to say that those among you waiesearching into the meaning
of the phenomena of your sphere are coming nearera® we draw them
upward to higher and deeper searching.

For this we are thankful, antd emboldens us to continue in the same
path;and this we do in sure faith that men will continue to follow where
we lead, so we be careful to lead them wisely and well.

THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES.

| now would tell you somewhat of the inner meaningvbait men call
the origin of species in animal
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life. Butnow, and at once, | would say the term is all too large; for the
origin of the different creations in animal life is not found in tealm of
matter, but has its genesis in these realms. We have learndbdterghen
the Universe of systems was moving towards its prefmm and
constitution, those who had chartgewatch and work took their counsels
from those of higher degree, and on those counsels shapedwreir
wisdom.

At that time it was seen that in the heavenly spheres ther® many
diversities bottof the forms of life as bodily manifest, and of mind in its
working. And it was resolved thalhe universe was meant to reflect the
personalities and types tifose who were commissioned to carry out the
work of its development. To this conclusion they were divinely guified,
when their plan was completed it was given thenrdwelation to know
that the Divine approval was upon it in general kind; but thaag not of
absolute perfection. Nevertheless, it receivedinmarimatur of the All
Father Who vouchsafed them freedom to wawk His will according to
their own capacities and powers.

Thusarose the different orders and species of animal and vegetable and
mineral life, and also diuman type and racial character. And these things
being initiated, again the Divine Mind pronounced giseral approval or,
as our Bible has it, He found it to be "very good."

But high as weréhose who were chief in this matter of creation, yet
they were less than the Only Omnipotent
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and, as the work of ordering the univergas very great, and wide in
extent, the imperfections of their work became magnifietheg worked
out; so that, to a single mind, and one of low degree, as is tlaatnan,
those imperfections loomed vastd great. For it is not competent to one
who is so small and undeveloped to be able tobstle good and evil
equally, but the evil is the easier seen to him, thedgood too high and
wonderful for him to grasp its meaning and power.

MAN'S PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE.

But if men would keep imind one thing, they would find the existence
of this imperfection, mingled with so much more that is wondeahd
wise, the easido understand. That one thing is this: that the Universe
was not created for him alone, any more tharséfaewas created alone for
the use of theea-animals that dwell therein, or the air for the birds. Man
invades both sea and air and calls them of his kingdom to conquén and
use. And he is righiThey do not belong to the fish and the birds. The
dominion is to the greater being, and thaing is man. He is lord by
permission, and rules the earth in which, amdr which, his Maker has
placed him.

But there are greater than he and, as he rules the déegkerses them for
the development of his faculties and personality, so thisédiim and use
him likewise.

And this is just and wise, for these Angels and
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Archangels and Princes and Powers of God areséfigants also, and their
development and training anecessary as that of men. But by how much
theseare greater than he, respectively, so must the means and material of
their training be ohigher nature and sublimity than those which are given
him to use. According to the innate power of any being, mangel, so is

his environment proportioned and constituted.

Let men remember this and keep it in mind, and theg will the better
appreciate the dower of freewill given to them, a gift which noafnall
the heavenly hierarchy may take frénm. And they would not if they
might; for in so doing their material would be deteriorateduality, and
the less capable of enabling them in their own advancement.

Now, | fear that some who read what | have written galy that hereby
man becomes merely the tool of those of higher grade, to ddniwitkvhat
they will for their own advantage. Not so; and for thason | have just
statedNthat he is, and ever must remain, a freewill being.

But more, the one great power which animdkhese, who serve the
Father here is Love. Theas2 no mere despots of oppression. Power and
oppression are correlatives of earth creatitare power means an issuing
forth of love, and the greater the power the greater the love which is sent
forth.

And this, moreoverLet those whose fight with evil is fierce and dire
remember and realize well the privilegled high destiny which is theirs to
attain. For
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in this is a warrant and sure token th@n has been permitted into the
Council and work of those of very high degree, to jeith them in this
great task of working out salvation the whole universe on the lines laid
downso long ago. And this task is one which a man with courage will
grapple with full eagerly, for it ise who will understand so much as this:
that what angels and Princes of high estatelairey he is doing with them

in his own sphere and degree and, knowing this, hergjdice and be
strong.

Seeing also that his work@me with our own, and ours is his, and with
only one object set before us both, which is the betterment of all life and
all things, he will know that our strength is at his call, sedlewisely and
with due humility and simple trust. For so we delight to help men,amao
our comrades in this fight, amdir fellow-workers in the one great field of
the Universe of God.

We see more than you do of the awful trag&ilhose who err from this
service, and yet we do not despair, because walseehe more clearly
the meaning and purpose of it all. And thus seeirggknow that men will
one day rejoice as we do when they too shall, eablsipwn time, ascend
to the higher spheres of service and, from this pointaotage, continue
his development. In that day he too will use for his training the mategial
are using, and of which he is a part and portion, vdtbars have taken
his place, and he the place of those who now are lifting him upward.

"To him that overcometh," said the Christ, "will |
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give tosit with Me in My Throne, even as | overcame, and am set down
with My Father in His Throne." To the strong is thmgdom, my dear
charge and ward, and to the one who has shall be given.

This muchnow, and | must cease for this time. But the matter is much
greater than | havieeen able to tell in this short message. If God permit |
will tell you more anon.

And now, do well and you shall fare well: aifidfou be strong, then out
of your strengtrshall sweetness come. For so it is in these realms that
they are most sweet and lovely whose strenggineiatest. This remember,
and it shall solve margroblems which perplex men much. God's light be
with and around you always, and you shall not stumble then. #
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InspirationNLike attracts likeNThe squire and his wifeNOur spiritual statusNThe man
who thought he knewNThe penalty of spiritual blindness.

Wednesday, November 26, 1913.

MANY things thereare of which | might speak to you, matters of
organization, and of the exercieé power as its influence and effect are
seen by us as it passes on its way thraughspheres to that of earth.
Someof these things you would not be able to understand, and others,
perhaps, but felamong you would believe if they understood them. So |
confine myself to thesimpler principles and the mode of their working;
and one of these is timeodus operanddf the connexion obtaininigetween
us and you in the matter of inspiration.

INSPIRATION.

Now, this is a word very expressive if understood aright; and very
misleading if not so understood. For, that we inbreathe inthie¢hets of
men knowledge of the truth of God is true. But it is only a \ithg of
the truth. For more than this we do givethem and, with other things,
strength to progress and to
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work God's will, love to work that will from high motive, amdsdom
(which is knowledge blended with love) to work God's will arigind if a
man be said to be inspirddis is not a singular case, nor one exceptional.
For allwho try to live well, and few do not in some degree, are by us
inspired, and so helped.

But the act of inbreathing is net very close way of describing the
method of our work. It would thieetter apply as used subjectively of the
one so-called inspired. He breathesim waves of vibrating energy as we
direct those waves to him. So a man breathes in and fills his dindye
fresh breeze on the hill-side, and is refreshed. Evdresbreathes in the
refreshing streams of power we waft towards him.

But we would not limit the meaning of the word to those alone who in
elegant words tell out to the world some new trofthiGod, or some old
truth refurbished and made asw. The mother tending her child in
sickness, the driver of the engine along riliévay, the navigator guiding
the ship, all, and others, do their work of their peculiar powers self
contained, but,as occasion and circumstances require, modified and
supplemented by our own. This is so even when the receiver bélpurs
unaware of our presence; and this more often than notgiVéegladly
while we are able; and we are able so long as no barrier is oppasedthyo
him we would help.

This barrier may beaised in many ways. If he be of obstinate mind,
then wemay not impose on him our counsel; for he is free to will and to
do. And some
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